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     How well do we live out the 
Christian values? Do we 

treasure the Christian values, or do we ignore and 
neglect them? 

     Our Christian values are kindness, compassion, 
humility, forgiveness, respect, and generosity. 
These values help us live in harmony as the 
community of God’s people. 

     As the church, we stand in tension with the 
values of our secular culture. The secular culture 
values people in political, class and wealth 
categories. 

     But Christians value people because they are 
made in the image of God. We do not live in 
competition with one another, but we live in the 
beloved community where we must love one 
another, care for one another and serve one 
another. 

     We are one in Christ the body of Christ. Biases 
and prejudice that drive a wedge in the body of 
Christ have no place in this beloved community. 

     Let us fully live out the Christian values of 
serving others, living in honesty, showing love, 
respecting others, offering forgiveness and being a 
model for others of who Christians really are: The 
Beloved people of God. 

Blessings, 
Pastor Serufusa 

✞✞✞ 
      

St. Andrews Music Notes 
 
      I saw this quote on a tee shirt 
recently: "Together is our favorite 

place to be".  I immediately thought about all of the 
upcoming activities at St. Andrews where we can 
be together worshipping God.   

     On September 7th, Labor Day Sunday, 
members will talk about benevolent activities and 
evangelism /stewardship opportunities at St. 
Andrews that we can participate in and be enriched 
by. 

     We will celebrate World Communion on October 
5. A short recap will be given on all of the countries 
that we have prayed for in the past two years. 

     On October 19th, Laity Sunday, various 
members will speak about their faith journey. We 
will also honor members who have served in the 
church for 40 or more years. 

     A special service honoring our veterans will be 
celebrated on November 9th.  Any updates on 
members or family members who are veterans or 
are currently serving can be given to Mukisa by 
November 2nd. He will be updating our Veteran's 
PowerPoint presentation. 

     Wednesday, November 26th, St. Andrews will 
host the Thanksgiving Eve Service.  Refreshments 
will be provided by the worship team after the 
service. 

     I know it seems early to be thinking about 
Christmas, but one of our activities will be a display 
of nativity sets our members want to share.  More 
information will follow about all the Christmas 
activities that the worship team is planning. 

     As you can see, St. Andrew's members will 
have many opportunities to worship together this 
fall.  I hope all of you will be able to join us as we 
celebrate the love of Jesus Christ. 

                                    Lisa Shives, Music Director 
 

 

in September 



 
09/01​ -   Labor Day 
09/02  -   6:00 pm SPRC meets 
09/03-09/04 – Nancy on vacation 
09/08​ -   Judy Center begins 9:00 to 10:00 am 
09/09​ -   6:30 pm Finance Committee meets 
09/11   -   7:00 pm Trustees 
09/15​ -   October newsletter articles are due 
09/17​ -   11:30 am Senior Lunch-Western Sizzlin’ 
09/22​ -   First Day of Autumn 
09/22  -   10:00 am Judy Center staff meeting 
09/23  -   7:00 pm Church Council  
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Notes on Finances… 
 

Budgets 
Committee chairs have been asked to review their 
budgets and complete a 2026 budget form.  This is 
the beginning of developing our 2026 budget. The 
SPRC will meet on September 2nd to discuss and 
vote on salaries for 2026. The Finance committee 
will take this information and meet on September 
9th to develop the needed financial budgets to 
present to the Church Council on September 23rd.  
At this meeting the Council will discuss the options 
for 2026 and ask many questions.  
 

____________  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parking Lot 
Volunteers Needed 

 
The United Methodist Men 
are looking for volunteers 
to monitor our parking lot 
and collect parking 

donations during the South High football games.   
 
Bring a chair, put out 2 signs, spend 2-½ hours, 
collect donations, keep our parking lot clear of 
trash, and enjoy fellowship with other church 
members.  We would like to have at least 2 
individuals on the lot for each football game.  
 
Please sign up on the sheet in the hallway on the 
bulletin board by the office or contact John 
Davidson. 
 
Friday Game dates open are: 
September 5, 5:00 – 7:30 pm 
September 19, 5:00 – 7:30 pm 
October 24, 5:00 – 7:30 pm 
November 1, 5:00 – 7:30 pm 
 
Times are based upon being on the parking lot a 
half hour before the game starts plus two hours.  If 
game times are changed you will be notified of the 
change. 

 
____________  

 
        

 
Please Join 

Us! 
 
Choir Practice 
began on 

August 31 after the worship service!  

We are always happy to have others join our group 
and sing to the Glory of God. What a blessing!  
Rehearsals will be every week after the service 
and will end promptly at noon. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
St. Mark's Food Bank: 
We donated 61 boxes of cereal and 
25 other items to the food bank this 
summer.  

Thank you so much for caring about our local  



families when children have been home on 
break!  A bowl of cereal makes a great  
breakfast or snack! We will continue our 
cereal collection during the school year. 

November will be Food Month for our canned 
and boxed collection. 

Texas Flood UMCOR Collection: 
In July we reached out to those suffering from the 
floods in Texas. With deep appreciation, we were 
able to send UMCOR a check for $428.00!  Thank 
you for the care you show for others. You have 
touched their lives with love! 
 
"Back to school Bash" Otterbein UMC 
collection:  
Thank you for supplying school  items for children 
in Hagerstown. We delivered about 67 items from 
their list.  It sounds like a fun event for families 
gearing up for a new school year. 
 
Society of St. Andrew: 
"Thank you, St. Andrews UMC, for making The 
Society of St. Andrew your partner in ending  
hunger, with your recent gift of $175.00. Through 
this gift, you shared fresh, nutritious produce with 
people who simply don't have enough to eat." 

This "thank you" letter came to recognize the 
money donated during the Potato Drop.  We will be 
sending another donation from the vegetable table 
in September to help with the costs of transporting 
 the produce throughout the U.S. Thank you!  
 

____________  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRICELESS 
 

The light turned yellow, just in front of him. He did 
the right thing, stopping at the crosswalk, even 
though he could have beaten the red light by 
accelerating through the intersection. ​

 ​
The tailgating woman was furious and honked her 
horn, screaming in frustration, as she missed her 
chance to get through the intersection, dropping 
her cell phone and makeup.​
​
As she was still in mid-rant, she heard a tap on her 
window and looked up into the face of a very 
serious police officer. The officer ordered her to exit 
her car with her hands up.​
​
He took her to the police station where she was 
searched, fingerprinted, photographed, and placed 
in a holding cell.​
​
After a couple of hours, a policeman approached 
the cell and opened the door. She was escorted 
back to the booking desk where the arresting 
officer was waiting with her personal effects. ​
​
He said, ''I'm very sorry for this mistake. You see, I 
pulled up behind your car while you were blowing 
your horn, flipping off the guy in front of you and 
cussing a blue streak at him. I noticed the 'What 
Would Jesus Do' bumper sticker, the 'Choose Life' 
license plate holder, the 'Follow Me to 
Sunday-School' bumper sticker, and the 
chrome-plated Christian fish emblem on the trunk, 
so naturally.... 
I assumed you had stolen the car.''​
​
Priceless. 

 


