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Summer is ending. It has been
a time of great life and growth.

True for farmers, and true for our spiritual and
community life.

We were saddened by the loss of our friends,
Dennis Rowe, Avis Greer, and Frank Nield. We are
grateful for their generous bequests to St. Andrews
Church. May they rest in peace.

Fall season is upon us, time to pull together all the
way through the winter activities. Pitch in where
you can serve the Lord at St. Andrews. Thanks for
the creativity of many people in church during this
past church year.

We pray for renewed energy and joy as we begin
the fall season. Let us renew our commitments,
strength, and joy in all that we do for the Lord and
the church community.

We give thanks to God for all the things that God is
doing and has done through our church and our
lives.

Let us work tightly together as the church and body
of Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit will give us the
power and strength we need for service,
fellowship, discipleship and for our outreach
activities.

May God anoint us with power when we feel tired
or weak. May the Holy Spirit knit and bind us
together in love, grace, compassion, and mercy.

Blessings,
Pastor Serufusa

✞✞✞

St. Andrews Music Notes
   Welcome back from the summer
season to fall where we enjoy crisp
air, beautiful fall colors seen in the

changing of the leaves, and lots of excitement at
St. Andrews.

The Chancel/Praise Choir will begin rehearsals
immediately after church on Sept. 8th.  All are
welcome to join us.  God meant for everyone to
sing; maybe some of us without a microphone, but
He still expects all of us to make a joyful noise.
 Listen to what the Bible says about singing:
Psalm 95: 1,2  "Come, let us sing for joy to the
Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our
salvation.  Let us come before Him with
thanksgiving and extol him with music and  song.
James 5: 13  "Is anyone of you in trouble? He
should pray.  Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs
of praise." Psalm 98: 1  "Sing to the Lord a new
song, for He has done marvelous things."  The
Bible mentions singing over 400 times.  Sounds
like a good reason to try out the choir or sing out in
church, in your car, outside, in the shower, any
time the urge hits you.

 Thank you so much to all those who provided
special music this summer.  You blessed us with
your musical talents.

The Worship and Music Team are planning special
services for the upcoming Fall and Christmas
season.  Watch for information in your bulletins.

Lisa Shives, Music Director



in September

09/02 - Labor Day
09/03 - 6:00 pm SPRC
09/04-09/05 – Nancy off
09/05 - 7:00 pm Trustees
09/10 - 6:30 pm Finance Committee meets
09/15 - October newsletter articles are due
09/17 - 7:00 pm Church Council
09/18 - 11:30 am Senior’s Lunch at

Western Sizzlin’ – Estate Planning
09/29 - 11:00 am Congregational Meeting after

worship service

____________

Notes on Finances…

July was our highest giving month in the last 7
years. We are so blessed by our members and
friends. Thank you so much.

One of our office expenses is our copier lease and
print charge. We pay approximately $3,100 for use
of the copier, ink, maintenance, and print charges.
We can print black/white copies as well as color.
We are billed monthly based on usage.

Committee chairs have been asked to review their
budgets and complete a 2025 budget form by
September 8th. This is the beginning of developing
our 2025 budget. The SPRC will meet on
September 3rd to discuss and vote on salaries for
2025. The Finance committee will take all this
information on September 10th and develop the
needed financial budgets to present to the Church
Council on September 17th. At this meeting the
Council will ponder the options for 2025 and ask
many questions. They will then vote on a
recommendation to present to you, the
congregation.

Our second Congregational meeting will be on
Sunday, September 29th after the worship service.
Members will be given the option to vote on the
position of the pastor for next year: full-time or
part-time. Please try to attend so that you can
hear the information for yourself and have input on
our collective decision.

Applying Bible Principles

Someone once said, “Experience is a good
teacher, but she gives the test first and then the
lesson.” That’s certainly true, and based on many
of life’s experiences, we frequently fail the test
before we can benefit from the lesson.

The formula “e equals mc2” is familiar to many
college students but understood by very few
people. Most of us know it had something to do
with Einstein and was the formula that led to the
release of enormous power and to the nuclear age.
Similarly, in funding the local church, “e” might
stand for every, “m” for member, “c” for
commitment, and the “2” for the effort multiplied by
itself. The fruit of that kind of effort is much more
powerful than what Einstein discovered, even as
Jesus described it in Matthew 21:22 — “Whatever
you ask for in prayer with faith, you will receive.”

Right now, as we consider the opportunity to
support the ministries here at St. Andrew’s United
Methodist Church, God is putting us to the test. As
Gordon Moyes stated, “Responsible giving or
stewardship is not man’s way of raising money, but
God’s way of raising people. . . .The church’s
budget is not a list of its expenses, but a record of
its vision. It is not a list of bills to be met, but a
program of ministry to be achieved.”
As each of us prayerfully considers what God
would have us give, and as we obey what God
asks of us, we can trust Him to provide the
resources. That’s a test — a test of where we are
spiritually much more than where we are
financially. It’s a test of us as individuals and of us
as a church. The question is whether or not we
really believe that God has the power and ability to
bless our obedience “far more than all we can ask
or imagine” (Eph. 3:20).

How are you doing concerning God’s tests
regarding money in your life? If God’s provision in
your life in the days ahead depends on how you
obey His leading now concerning your giving, what
will the future be like for you?

____________



St. Mark's Food Bank:
Thank you for your generous donations to St.
Mark's Food Bank this summer! We delivered 102
boxes of cereal and several other items to help
feed local families. Please continue your support
this fall. Thank you!

Bester Elementary School: 
When school begins, we will ask our friend, B.J.,
what this years’ needs are for snacks or pantry
items. We will let the congregation know in
September.  Please keep the staff, students, and
their families in your prayers for a safe school year!

Society of St. Andrew:
This past spring the UMM sponsored a potato drop
which shared potatoes with our community and
other surrounding areas. This summer we
collected about  $50.00 from our vegetable table to
help pay for their transportation.

September is "National Month for Action Against
Hunger". Thank you for being a part of St. Andrews
Potato Project for many years!  They will serve
their "1 Billionth pound of food" this year!

The Hope Center:
Do you know all the ways The Hope Center is
reaching out to those in need in our community?
This fall we will be making The Hope Center one of
our mission projects. We hope to have a collection
of needed items and share with the congregation
The Hope Center's  mission for bringing HOPE to
others! Thank you for caring!

Sleep in Heavenly Peace Fundraiser:
If you would like to donate a new twin bed or new 
bedding for children of families who are in need,
John Wesley UMC will be collecting them this fall.
For more information, please call them at
301-733-0391.

2024 Women’s Retreat!

Fourteen women experienced a closer relationship
with God and each other at our first Women's
Retreat in August.  

Thank you to Kathy Snyder who spent many hours
preparing for the retreat and led us on a day of
religious rejuvenation.

Thank you to the women for your participation - it
was truly an inspiring day of Christian fellowship.


