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   October 2025 Newsletter 
 

 
 

It is fall season and the 
weather is nicely cooling off. 

Beloved, we are saved by grace alone, through 
faith alone in Christ alone. Jesus is the center of 
our life. In Christ we live. 

Let me remind you church, God is with us as a 
congregation, God cares for us. We need 
participation at all ages at our church. We shall 
keep the church ministry running. We have 
financial challenges but God has and will bring us 
through. 

We thank God for our ministry to the food bank, 
and Bester School of Hope. Our church still makes 
a difference in our community. It has a real-life 
impact on the lives of our community. 

Our prayer: With the new vision of HUB ministry in 
Hagerstown, God give us new imagination, 
discernment, and awareness to meet the needs of 
our community. 

This past summer we recounted our blessings. So, 
we are to remember to tithe, bring our offering, 
talents, skills, and time, for the work of God in and 
through St. Andrews Church. 

Then, we will be able to support the refugee and 
homeless ministry and support those caught in 
natural disasters. 

May God continue to shower us with his blessings. 

 
Blessings, 

Pastor Serufusa 

✞✞✞ 
      

 
 

 
St. Andrews Music Notes 

 
 

"God holds you tighter than you can ever hold 
Him".  I heard this quote on the Cedar Ridge Radio 
Broadcast and it has definitely reminded me over 
and over that I need not worry about anything. It is 
so comforting to know that our God who holds us 
tight,  loves us and never leaves us.  
 
The Upper Room Devotional for Sept. 14th talks 
about how many who are incarcerated feel 
abandoned and rejected.  We invite you to join with 
us on October 1st from 4:00 to 6:00pm for food, 
fellowship, and Kairos letter writing to let these 
individuals know that they are not abandoned and 
God holds them tight.   
 
Sunday, November 9th we will be honoring our 
Veterans during the church service. Please send 
any updated information to Mukisa so that he can 
prepare our power point. 
 
Many special activities are being planned for the 
remainder of 2025.  We hope you will join us for all 
of them.  We will keep you well informed through 
the newsletters and weekly bulletins.   
 
Remember, God holds you tight! 
 
                                                               Lisa Shives 
                                                          Music Director 
 
 
 

 
 



 
October is Pastor Appreciation Month.  As in the 
past we will be collecting your donations in a 
basket in the rear of the church all month.   
 
Even though we appreciate the Pastor this month, 
we are also very blessed to have the support of 
Elizabeth, Mugabi and Mukisa.  Please consider 
giving as a thank you for all that the entire family 
does. 
 

____________  
 
 
 

 
Saturday,  

October 18, 2025  
1:00 pm 

at Rehoboth UMC in 
Williamsport, MD 

 
____________  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Thursday, October 30 
6:00 pm to 7:30 pm 

Join Us!  
 

Come help and have some fun! Dress up and 
decorate your vehicles in the church parking lot.  

Please sign up on the sheet in the narthex. Candy 
donations can be left in the church kitchen.  

Thank you! 

 
 
 

 
 

in October 
 
October is Pastor 

Appreciation Month 
 
10/01​ -   4:00 to 6:00 pm Food, Fellowship and  
                Writing Letters to Kairos’ incarcerated 
10/01​ -   6:00 pm Worship Committee 
10/02​ -  10:00 am Bible Study begins 
10/05​ -  World Communion Sunday  
10/09​ -  10:00 Bible Study 
10/09​ -   7:00 pm Trustees 
10/15​ -   11:30 am Sr’s Lunch at Western Sizzlin’ 
10/15​ -   November newsletter articles are due 
10/16​ -   10:00 am Bible Study 
10/18​ -   1:00 pm Church Conference-  
                Rehoboth UMC, Williamsport, MD 
10/19​ -   Laity Sunday  
10/23 thru 10/26  -  Pastor to Kairos Prison Ministry 
10/26​ -   Reformation Sunday with Guest Speaker 
10/28​ -   7:00 pm Church Council 
10/30​ -   10:00 am Bible Study 
10/30​ -   6:00 to 7:30 pm Trunk or Treat 
 
11/01​ -   Set Your Clocks back when you retire 
11/02​ -   Daylight Savings Time ends 
11/02​ -   All Saints Sunday 
 

____________  
 
 
 

Thank You! 
Thank you to everyone for their 
financial and spiritual support 
given to me for my Mission Trip to 

North Carolina during the first two weeks in 
October. 

Blessings and hugs, 
                                                          Carol Weible 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
St. Andrews Potato Project 



We appreciate the donations this summer left on 
the hall table. We collected $51.00 to send to 
the Society of St. Andrew for transportation costs. 
                    
St. Mark’s Food Bank  
Thank you for the donations in the last month! 
We donated 29 boxes of cereal and 7 other 
items. We will continue cereal collections in 
October.  November will be food month with boxed 
and canned items, too. 
 
Bester Elementary Snacks 
After speaking with our staff contact, we will 
continue donating individually wrapped snacks for 
the kindergarten students. They eat lunch 
mid-morning and need a little snack to get them 
through the long afternoon. Thank you! 
 
The Hope Center 
At the first of October we will be receiving a list of 
needed items and an update on a possible coat 
give away.  We will share this list with everyone 
and collect items on the hall table. 
Thank you for supporting this great community  
outreach! 
 
A SPECIAL THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO 
GAVE A MISSION PRESENTATION ON 
SEPTEMBER 7TH! 
 

 
____________  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Notes on Finances…  

 
Giving and Expenses 

 

During the month of September, your Finance 
committee put together a 2026 Budget with a total 
of $166,997.87. We are very concerned about our 
ability to meet this budget based on our current 
giving. Our checking account balance has slowly 
dwindled this year as our giving has not been 
enough to pay our bills. We are not alone in our 
struggles as many churches have similar financial 
issues. 
 
Your Church Council will be monitoring our giving 
tightly in 2026 and we will consider not paying all of 
our apportionments or Mission Share to the United 
Methodist Conference. We have to plan in the 
event that money is tight. 
 
Many thanks to those who have considered 
bequeathing or donating money to St. Andrews in 
honor or memory of loved ones to allow us to 
continue our service to God. The donation of 
$10,000 from the peanut butter egg sale was 
amazing. Thanks to all who helped to make this 
project a huge success. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Cindy Siebert  

Finance Chairperson and Treasurer 
 

 
 

God uses money as a testimony  
in the lives of His people. 

 
“But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 

things will be  
given to you as well.”  

(Matthew 6:33) 
 


