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October 2024 Newsletter

The fall season is upon us. It
From the is the season of pumpkin
Pastor’s Desk  ghows, changing leaves, and
Trunk or Treat.

This has been a great year with everyone having a
positive attitude. Many in our church serve and
volunteer in our community soup kitchen, quilts are
made and donated. We are the Lord’s hands,
voice, and feet.

The Lord has been good to our church this year
with generous monetary gifts. With thanksgiving
we count our blessings and encourage everyone to
continue supporting the church by planning your
financial support for God’s work at St. Andrews
church.

May we continue our spiritual growth empowered
by the Holy Spirit. Our spiritual growth will make it
possible for us to look like Jesus. Let’'s spend time
with other believers in prayer, worship, Bible study
and fellowship. The closer we are with Jesus,
makes our lives fertile ground for the Holy Spirit to
prune and work in us.

May Jesus transform our lives, giving us his love,
strength, and wisdom. May Jesus’ presence bring
us forgiveness, joy, and peace.

Blessings,
Pastor Serufusa

T

St. Andrens Mysic Notes

The Worship and Music Team has
many special services planned in
the coming months.

On October 20th, many members of our
congregation will participate in Laity Sunday. The
theme that Sunday will be "Abide With Me".

All Saints Sunday, November 3, is when we will
remember our members who have joined the
angels in heaven this past year.

On November 5, Election Day, a prayer vigil is
being planned. Church members are encouraged
to unite in prayer as we lift up our country. You can
sign up between the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 8:00
p.m. Our goal is to have St. Andrews' members
offer up continuous prayer for our country.

Veterans Sunday will be on November 10th. If
you are a veteran, please give any member of the
worship team information on your service to our
country. We want to make sure we honor all of you
for the sacrifices that you have made. If you have
previously given information, you do not need to
submit it again.

Thanksgiving Eve Service on November 27 will be
a combined service at St Paul's in Funkstown this
year.

Our team will share information on special services
during Advent and Christmas in the November
newsletter article. God is blessing us with crisp fall
weather - enjoy!

Lisa Shives, Music Director




October is
" Month

October is Pastor Appreciation Month. As in the

past we will be collecting money in a basket in the
rear of the church all month.

Even though we appreciate the Pastor this month,
we are also very blessed to have the support of
Elizabeth, Mugabi and Mukisa. Please consider
giving as a thank you for all that the entire family
does.

Saturday,
October 12, 2024
3:00 pm
at Otterbein UMC

Da‘l'es in OCMGI’

October is Pastor
Appreciation Month

10/02 - 6:00 pm Worship Committee
10/03 - 10:00 am Bible Study begins
10/06 - World Communion Sunday
10/10 - 10:00 Bible Study

10/10 - 7:00 pm Trustees

10/12 - 3:00 pm Church Conference-
Otterbein

10/15 - November newsletter articles are due
10/16 - EUMC Indoor Picnic for Breast Cancer
10/17 - 10:00 am Bible Study

10/20 - Laity Sunday — “Abide with Me”

10/22 - 7:00 pm Church Council

10/24 through 10/27 — Pastor at Prison Ministry
10/27 - Reformation Sunday

10/30 - 6:00 to 7:30 pm Trunk or Treat

10/31 - 10:00 am Bible Study

10/31 - Halloween

11/02 - Set Your Clocks back when you retire

11/03 - Daylight Savings Time ends
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TRUNK OB IREAT

6:00 pm to 7:30 pm
Join Us!
Come help! Dress up and decorate your vehicles in
the church parking lot. Candy donations can be left
in the church kitchen. Thank you!

St. Andrews Potato Project




We sent $60.00 to the Society of St. Andrew from
our vegetable table this summer. Thank you for
your support of the Potato Project!
Remember that:

1. Farmers grow the crops

2. Volunteers glean the donated food

3. Food is transported

4. Food is donated to feeding agencies such

as our Potato Give Away in April

(Taken from an article “Field to Fork” in the
recent quarterly report.)

St. Mark’s Food Bank and Bester School

We donated 87 boxes of cereal and 12 other items
to St. Mark’s Food Bank in the last month. Cereal
continues to be a needed item, and they really
appreciate our support! Please pick up a box or
two when shopping. Thank you for your help with
this community project!

Our friend B.J. who was our contact person at
Bester is now at Clear Spring Elementary School.
She loves the new position and cares about her
students just like she did at Bester. We are hoping
to work with both schools to provide snacks. More
information will be coming about their needs.

The Hope Center

The Hope Center reaches out to our community in
many ways; a Christ centered residential program,
an overnight program for homeless men,
community meals, free community Grocery
Giveaway four times a year, a food bank, voucher
program for clothing, and a youth program. (taken
from “The Hope Center, Help for Today, Hope for
Tomorrow”). More information coming about ways
we can help.

God uses money as a testimony
in the lives of His people.

“But strive first for the kirg&m of God and his righteoumm, and all these
thirgs will be

Jiven to you as well:
(Matthew 6:33)

Giving and Expenses

Month Budget Budget C;hecklng
. . ccount
2024 Giving Expenses
Balance
June $14,47137.7 $12,g38.6 $20,g30.2
July* $57,283.1 $11,E7>87.5 $62,805.2
Aug*ust $27,g72.3 $9.046.64 $78,228.5
*includes $50,000 bequest
**includes $15,000 bequest

$ Notes on Finances...

Applying Bible Principles

“. . .if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
everything old has passed away . . . everything has
become new” (2 Cor. 5:17). Christians should have
a different outlook on life, including money and
material possessions. They realize that they own
nothing, that everything they have belongs to God,
and that they are only managers and stewards of
what God has entrusted to them. Because of that,
Christians should have a different attitude towards
“things.”

That attitude demonstrates itself in many different
ways. For example, Christians show mercy and
give, in contrast to those who borrow and do not
repay (Psalm 37:21). Christians should hold
possessions with an open hand, and “refresh”
others with their bounty (Proverbs 11:24-25). They
are honest and demonstrate their faith by their
work and integrity (1 Thes. 4:11-12). They give to
those in need and thereby demonstrate to a
watching world the love of God (1 John 3:17).

When this kind of lifestyle is present in our lives,
Jesus said that people will see our good works —
our different attitude and perspective — and will
glorify our heavenly Father (Matt. 5:16). And as we
seek His kingdom first and foremost, we have His
promise that He will provide what we need (Matt.
6:33).

As others observe you and your lifestyle, do they
see any difference because of your faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ? As they observe your relationship to
“things,” especially to money, do they realize you
are a manager, a steward, and not an owner? Or
stated another way, is the manner in which you
handle money and material possessions a
testimony to your faith in Christ?



