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November 2024 Newsletter

From the
Pastor’s Desk

November is the time of
remembrance of those
Christian believers who lived
exemplifying the very Spirit of Christ Jesus in their
earthly lives.

On November 3 we will remember the faithful who
lived their life for God and returned home to join
Him for all eternity, through faith in Jesus Christ.
We are encouraged to grieve with hope—hope in
Jesus Christ, being certain of eternal life and a
reunion with our Father in heaven. All Saints’ Day
is a day when we miss our loved ones who have
gone before us but are joyful that they are with
God, and we will join them in the future.

We give thanks to the almighty God; the fact that
we are still gathering at St. Andrews UMC to
worship and conduct the ministry of Jesus Christ
despite the challenges and difficulties we face.

Thanksgiving time this November, we have many
things to be thankful for. These things include
earthly, health and material blessings but more
than that, they include our faith, love, trust,
comfort, and strength in Jesus Christ. Let us truly
be thankful for these things other than this earth
and look and pray for the peace that passes all
understanding.

Enjoy your Thanksgiving, pass the turkey and
mashed potatoes and gravy around a table filled
with loved ones and rejoice together in the good
things of life with hearts full of gratitude and praise
to God who is still good, loving, merciful, powerful,
compassionate, and holy.

Book of Worship:

Lord Jesus, Prince of Peace,

Remember the people of the world divided into
many nations and tongues. Please deliver us from
every evil that obstructs your saving purpose and
fulfill your promises of old to establish your
kingdom of peace.

From the curse of war and all that creates it,
deliver us.

From narrow loyalties and selfish isolation, deliver
us.

From the lust for might, power, and wealth that
drive people to slaughter, deliver us.

From putting our trust in weapons of war, deliver
us.

From a disregard for justice and compassion,
deliver us.

From every thought, word, and deed that divides
and separates us from the perfect realization of
your love, deliver us.

Deliver us from evil and grant us peace we pray.
Amen.

Happy Thanksgiving!
Blessings,
Pastor Serufusa
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Thanksgiving Eve Service
Wednesday, November 27th
7:00 pm
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
in Funkstown




Pastor Chris will bring the message. Please bring
your family and friends. Light refreshments will
follow.

St. Andrens
Music Notes

The Worship and Music team has
been very busy working on special services for St
Andrews. November 3rd will be All Saints
Sunday, a day to remember those who have
passed on to join the angels in heaven.
November 10th will be Veterans Day Sunday
and we will honor past and present military
personnel. Wednesday, November 27th will be
the combined Thanksgiving service at St. Paul's
Lutheran in Funkstown. Pastor Chris will bring the
message.

We will kick off the Advent Season, Sunday
December 1st, with "The Hanging of the
Greens" and a luncheon immediately following the
worship service. You do not need to bring
anything, but a good appetite. December 8th will
be a special service of lights. December 15th,
we will present information on the symbols of
Christmas. December 22nd will be our
Christmas Pageant titled "The Greatest Gift".
We will have one service on Christmas Eve
beginning at 7:00. p.m.

As you can see, God's work is never finished.
Happy Fall!

Lisa Shives
Music Director

ant
Dates i November

11/02 - Turn Clocks Back

tonight!
11/03 - Daylight Savings Time ends
11/03 - All Saints’ Sunday
11/05 - Election Day Prayer Vigil
11/07 - 7:00 pm Trustees
11/07 - 10:00 Bible Study
11/10 - Veteran’s Day Sunday
11/11 - Veterans Day
11/12 - 6:00 pm SPRC meets
11/12 - 6:30 pm Finance committee meets
11/14 - 10:00 am Bible Study
11/15 - December Newsletter articles are due
11/19 - 7:00 pm Church Council
11/20 - 11:30 am Emmanuel Seniors’ Lunch
11/21 - 10:00 am Bible Study
11/24 - Christ the King Sunday
11/24 - UM Student Day
11/27 - 7:00 pm Thanksgiving Eve Service at

St. Paul Lutheran, Funkstown.

Pastor Chris will preach.
11/28 - Thanksgiving Day (Church Office closed)
12/01 - First Sunday of Advent

| & | Novemberis Food Month!
’ In November we will be collecting
U | food items for St. Mark's Food Bank
Nissi and The Hope Center. Cereal will
DEReBS(;?tn go to the Food Bank and canned
and other
boxed products will be divided between them.
Thank you for each box and can for our
community!
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Missions
"Do all the good you can,
By all the means you can,
In all the ways you can,
In all the places you can,
At all the times you can,
To all the people you can,
As long as ever you can."
John Wesley
UMCOR:
" Your support helps UMCOR remain one of the
most trusted names in disaster response. You help



us help vulnerable communities recover from
catastrophe and rebuild their lives." (UMCOR)
Thank you for your generous gifts in October!

The Hope Center:
The Hope Center touches lives every day

providing food, clothing, shelter, and hope to
to those in need. Thank you for the socks and
canned meat because you care!

St. Mark’s Food Bank:

We delivered 61 boxes of cereal in the last
month and 3 other items. They appreciate our
monthly support helping feed families in our
community! Please help us keep their shelves
full!

Bester Elementary School:
Our new contact has let us know they would

love for us to continue donating individual snack
packs for their students. It gives our young friends
a little “brain food” to get through their day. This

is another way we can reach out to our
neighborhood. Thank you for each donation!

$ Notes on Finances...

Our second Congregational meeting was held on
Sunday, September 29" after the worship service.
Each person present was given the opportunity to
vote on a full-time or part-time pastor beginning in
July 2025. The results show that St. Andrews
wants to keep a full-time pastor.

During the presentation, | shared with the
congregation that our 2024 average monthly giving
in the first 7 months, excluding bequests, is about
$9,500. Our estimated annual cash giving based
on this calculation for 2024 is expected to be about
$114,000.

Our Finance Committee and Church Council have
reviewed our 2025 Budget that totals $161,971.24.
The difference between our estimated cash giving
and the 2025 Budget amount is $48,000. We are
very concerned about the responsibility of raising
this much money.

Our task is now to develop a plan to raise those
additional funds during the 2025 year to pay
expenses without depleting our Emergency Fund.
Our two fundraisers from December 2023 and April
2024 raised $12,000. If we repeat these

fundraisers for 2025, then that leaves us with
$36,000 to raise. If you have any suggestions for
fundraiser ideas, reach out to Pastor Serufusa or
any Church Council member.

Applying Bible Principles

“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil”
(1 Tim. 6:10).

How would people describe you? Are you one who
“loves” money? Is your life marked by a continual
inordinate concern about and striving for money? If
so, then perhaps you are one who truly “loves”
money.

Money is neutral. It is neither good nor bad. What
matters is our attitude towards it. If we view it as a
means to an end, a means of exchange, and
something God can use in our lives to bring glory
to Himself, then we probably do not love money.
On the other hand, if we are always wanting more
and more money, if we will do just about anything
to obtain it, and if we think about money more than
anything or anyone else, we likely are guilty of
loving money. In that situation, it has become a
“god” to us, and we bow at its altar in continuing
service in order to obtain more of it.

If you are determined to get rich, no matter what,
before you continue that lifestyle, read Paul’s
admonition to Timothy in 1 Timothy 6:9-10.
Consider Solomon’s counsel in Proverbs 11:28 and
Ecclesiastes 5:10-11. And think about the words of
the Lord Jesus in Matthew 6:24, who said, “No one
can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate
the one and love the other, or be devoted to the
one and despise the other. You cannot serve God
and wealth.”

Or as Jesus would say, “Let anyone with ears
listen.”

Poinsettia Orders

Watch for the poinsettia order
form in the November bulletins
and on the table in the narthex at
church.



The price for 6 inch red, pink, or white poinsettias
is $9.00 again this year. A 7 inch pot with 2 red
poinsettias is $14.50.

The deadline to order flowers is November 24",



