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   May 2025 Newsletter 

 
The Easter festival celebration 
continues. Let’s keep the party 
going!  

 
Thank God we are in the full Spring season. The 
grass is growing and lawns look beautiful. I am so 
grateful for the unique passions, talents, and gifts 
displayed in our church. I am thankful for the 
Peanut Butter Egg Team, the Potato Rally Team, 
the team that makes our church beautiful inside 
and out, the Worship Team presentations, and for 
your church presence. 
 
We’ll celebrate Mother’s Day this month on May 11 
recognizing the women who have shared their love 
and care for all of us. May God bless them and 
richly reward them with good life. 
 
Memorial Day in May is the beginning of summer 
vacation, barbecues, and family reunions. It is 
marked by parades and speeches. Flags and 
flowers are placed on the graves of many 
servicemen and women. We decorate the graves 
of the Civil War dead. We remember those who 
made the ultimate sacrifice for the freedoms that 
we enjoy. And we remember our loved ones who 
have gone on before. Christian believers 
remember the “good soldiers of Jesus Christ,” who 
paved the way for us in our Christian lives. Thank 
God for the good soldiers of Jesus Christ who have 
fought well, such as those who are mentioned in 
Hebrews 11 and our loved ones we name in our 
hearts. 
 
May God bless you in whatever season of life you 
are in. The fullness of life is found in the 
relationship that is centered in Jesus Christ. 
 
May the peace and strength of Christ keep us 
rooted and grounded in the power of Christ our 
Lord. 

Blessings, 
Pastor Chris 

 
St. Andrews Music Notes 

"You don't need to chase 
blessings -just chase the One 
who blesses.  Very soon, you will 
smile and say, 'God, this is more 

than I prayed for. Thank you.'  So, take a deep 
breath, trust Him, and be still.  He's got you."  I 
hope this message touches you as it has touched 
me.   
 
I was also touched by those who participated in the 
Lenten monologues. Thank you so much for 
sharing the messages of how Jesus touched those 
he came in contact with during his short time on 
earth. Thank you to the Chancel Praise choir who 
spent many hours in preparation for the Easter 
Cantata. Thank you to those who shared their 
talents with solos and playing the bells. 
   
The next Worship and Music team meeting will be 
on May 7th at 6:00.  We are open to new ideas that 
help enhance our worship services.  Please 
consider joining us and/or sharing any ideas you 
have. 
 
Let me close with something worth repeating:  "So 
take a deep breath, trust Him and be still.  He's got 
you." 

                Blessings to you!       
Lisa Shives,  Music Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 in May 
 

 
May 1​ -   10:00 am Bible Study 
May 1​ -   7:00 pm Trustees 
May 4​ -   Native American Ministries Sunday 
May 7​ -   6:00 pm Worship Committee 
May 8​ -   10:00 am Bible Study 
May 11-   Mother’s Day 
May 13-   6:30 pm Finance 
May 13 to May 15 – BWC Conference 
May 21-  11:30 am Senior’s Lunch-Western Sizzlin’ 
May 22-   10:00 am Bible Study 
May 25-   United Methodist Student Day 
May 26-   Memorial Day 
May 27-   7:00 pm Church Council 
May 29-   10:00 am Bible Study  
 

____________  
 

Consider wearing red, white and blue  

to worship on May 25
th
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Special UMC Sundays in May 
 

   
 

May 4, 2025 
 
 
 

 
 
 

May 25, 2025 
 
 
 
 

We have 
been 
blessed so 

far in 2025 to be able to support our community 
outreach with several projects. Thanks to everyone 
for caring about our neighbors! 
 
Society of St. Andrew 
The United Methodist Men and many volunteers 
had a great Potato Drop on April 5th. We had 
trucks, cars, and walkers receiving free potatoes.  
We will be sending a check for $175 which was 
donated to The Society of St. Andrew to help cover 
transportation costs. Thanks to everyone for their 
hard work!  
Check out our vegetable table this summer. 
 
REACH Cold Weather Shelter 
We received a thank you letter from REACH: 
"We are so grateful for your faithful support!"  
                                                      (Jeannie Asbury) 
Thanks to John Davidson for organizing two 
wonderful dinners to benefit REACH, with the help 
of a team of volunteers!  We collected $120 on 
"Souper Bowl" Sunday and delivered about 40 
items to the shelter from our hallway boxes. We 
appreciate your generous support! 
 
Bester School and Community of Hope 
We received a lovely note from Alicia Taluskie for 
our donations to Baby Palooza held on April 5th. 
We donated diapers and a beautiful baby quilt. 
THANK YOU TO THE  GREAT QUILTERS THAT 
WORK SO HARD MAKING QUILTS!  
 
Bester Elementary School received 17 boxes of 
ten to twelve individual  snacks March 31st. 
 
Red Bird Mission 
"Spring is definitely emerging here in the 
mountains moving us out of the challenging winter 
of 2025. We are grateful for the outpouring of gifts 
that have been very helpful as we responded to the 
impacts of the Valentine Day weekend floods and 
winter storms." (Tim Crawford) 
Thank you for the two large boxes of winter items 
sent to Red Bird and those we shared to local 
agencies!  
   
St. Mark's Food Bank 
The winter months and food prices were hard on 
many families and individuals in Washington 
County. With your help, we were able to donate 42 
boxes of cereal and 4 other items to the Food Bank 
in the last month. Thank you for continuing this 
outreach this summer when children are home 
from school. A bowl of cereal may be a meal 
for some young people!  

St. Andrews Potato Project 
 



St. Andrews UMM, working with the Society of St. 
Andrew and the Baltimore-Washington 
Conference, sponsored an End Hunger Potato 
Drop on April 5th, 2025. Our church is blessed to 
have a large parking lot for the tractor trailer and 
pick up vehicles without interrupting the local traffic 
flow. God blessed us with perfect weather this year 
allowing us to distribute 42,000 pounds (840 bags) 
of potatoes. Organizations from Annapolis, 
Baltimore, Washington D.C., Jefferson County 
W.V., Waynesboro P.A., and Mercersburg 
P.A. came to Hagerstown to pick up potatoes.  
 
Potatoes were also taken to be distributed to food 
banks and pantries. The local community demand 
was even greater than last year. Over 200 bags 
were distributed through the drive-thru process to 
local families. Many of the people picking up 
potatoes indicated they were going to distribute 
them to multiple families. Another indicated that 
their bag was going to help refugee families. We 
estimate that we distributed over 12,000 pounds to 
our Hagerstown community and helped between 
300 and 400 families. One man came on his 
scooter pulling a wagon to get potatoes. Later 
another man rode his bike. When asked how he 
was going to transport the potatoes, he pointed to 
his buddy who came back with his scooter and 
wagon to help him. 
 
Besides the distribution of potatoes to end hunger, 
the event was a great time for Christian fellowship 
and meeting fellow Christians within the Baltimore 
Washington Conference. St. Andrews UMM is 
grateful for all the help by members from 
Emmanuel 
and Otterbein United Methodist churches. People 
pitched in to help load each other’s vehicles. 
Locally we had 35 volunteers on hand to help load 
vehicles and break the 50 pound bags into smaller 
size bags to hand out. We even gave out smaller 
bags to cars 
driving by on our street. 
 
$175 was donated and will be forwarded to the 
Society of St. Andrews to support the continuation 
of their program to end hunger. During the 
summer, church members bring in their surplus 
produce which members take for a donation. 
These monies are sent to the Society of St. 
Andrews to support the program. 
 
It is truly a blessing that our church could sponsor 
this event. This was our fifth consecutive year to 
hold this event. Some churches and organizations 
have come every year to pick up potatoes. These 

individuals have become friends that we see once 
a 
year. 
 
The Society of St. Andrew does not charge any 
fees for their services or potatoes. We urge other 
churches to look for ways to support them in their 
efforts to end hunger. 
 
Thank you for your continued help and support of 
our missions! 

____________  
 

PICTURES OF A SUCCESSFUL 

UMM POTATO PROJECT 

 

 

840 bags of potatoes – 42,000 pounds! 

 

 

42 volunteers helped… 

 

 

…and they had fun! 



 

 

Thanks to the many members and 

friends who helped with this mission! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Egg Making ~ A Huge Success!! 

Our peanut butter egg fundraiser was 
very successful! I would like to 

wholeheartedly thank all the members that 
contributed supplies and monetary donations. Both 
of these contributions greatly increased our profit. 
 
According to my calculations, our crews made 
9,995 eggs since the first of February. I want to 
greatly thank Brian and Cindy Langmeyer for their 
dedication of many hours spent making 
approximately 333 peanut butter logs for us. We 
couldn’t have made as many eggs without all their 
hard work. I also want to thank those that helped 
us at the church on Monday and Tuesday 
mornings and Thursday evenings. Those members 
put in many hours of hard work and I really 
appreciate all they did to make this fundraiser so 
successful. 
 
I received many compliments on how delicious our 
eggs are when I was delivering them. I was even 
told quite often that they are the best. We are very 
fortunate to have local businesses agree to sell our 
eggs. They were sold by Battery One and four 
hair salons: Signature Hair Salon, Snippin’ and 
Clippin’, Northern Clipz, and Bogards. 
 
Thanks everyone!!!! 
                                                            Phyllis Ernde 

 

Just a few of the happy Egg Makers. 

 

The Egg Wrappers hard at work. 



 

100 out of 9,995 eggs made! 

 


