
febru8

May 2024 Newsletter

A Great Stewardship Time

“All things come from thee, O Lord
and of thine own have we given thee.”

1 Chronicles 29:14b.

God has blessed us with many things: life, homes,
talents, time, resources. How do we use them? Is it
for personal gain or is it for the glory of God?

Last year (2023), we had a great Christmas
Envelope fundraiser that yielded $7,300. The 2024
Peanut Butter Egg fundraiser was great – 6,000
eggs were hand made. In the 1st quarter of 2024,
we received $13,000 in gifts. We are grateful to
everyone who has contributed to support St.
Andrews church.

Thank you also for supporting Daphnee Chery and
her two sons, Windsor and George. Windsor had a
successful treatment for lead poisoning. The
Global Refugee Group of the Lutheran church has
settled Daphnee in Baltimore. Her new address is
7014 Park Heights Ave, B6, Baltimore, MD 21215.
We wish them well.

We recently finished a Bible study on Spiritual gifts.
The author said that “all Christians are given
spiritual gifts by the Holy Spirit.” What are your
spiritual gifts? The spiritual gift list might include:
encouragement, giving, leadership, teaching,
serving, discernment, healing, etc.

Thank you to the brothers/sisters who did the
spring clean-up of pruning and beautifying the
church lawn.

The potato rally of April 20th was very successful
thanks to the leadership of John Davidson and the
United Methodist Men of St. Andrews. Thanks also
to the ladies who helped to serve and made the
event successful.

Enjoy the spring season being good stewards of
everything God has given us.

Blessings,
Pastor Chris

____________

St. Andrews Music Notes

I would like to share one of my
devotionals with you from "Daily
Gifts of Hope" devotion guide that
is titled, "When God Is Your

Song".  The devotion asks "When was the last time
you sang to God? Just you with Him as the
audience. If you could have songwriting
capabilities, what would the song say? How would
you praise God for what He has done?  Would
there be dark notes when you walked through
valleys and high notes when victory came?"  When
we sing to God, we engage our souls with Him.
Isaiah chapter 12:2  says "... the Lord God is my
strength and my song, and He has become my
salvation”. This definitely has me thinking about
each time I burst into song.  After all, God is the
creator of our voices and we should be using them
to glorify Him.

On May 5th the Worship and Music team is hoping
to see everyone at the luncheon after church in the
fellowship hall.  We have a great meal planned.

The May 12th service will include recognition of not
just mothers, but all women.

The May 26th service will be a special service
remembering our men and women who serve to
keep us safe.

Take a minute to look at our world map in the
hallway.  The crosses signify the countries that we
have prayed for so far his year.

        Blessings to you!      
Lisa Shives, Music Director



in May
May 1 - 6:00 pm Worship

Committee
May 2 - 7:00 pm Trustees
May 5 - Food & Fellowship after Service
May 12 - Mother’s Day honoring all women
May 12 - Ascension Sunday
May 14 - 6:30 pm Finance Committee
May 19 - Pentecost Sunday
May 21 - 6:00 pm SPRC
May 26 - Trinity Sunday
May 26 - Peace with Justice Sunday
May 26 - Honor Our Veterans
May 27 - Memorial Day – church office closed
May 28 - 7:00 pm Church Council
May 29 - Annual BWC Conference begins

____________

Consider wearing red, white and blue

to worship on May 26
th

____________

St. Mark’s Food Bank & Bester
Elementary:
Thank you for your monthly support!
We donated 43 boxes of cereal to St.
Mark's in the last month.

Bester received packs of school supplies including
pencils and crayons, 21 boxes of individual snacks,
and 9 pantry items. They appreciate all our
donations for community families and school
children!

Red Bird Mission – Beverly, KY
We received a lovely letter from Red Bird thanking
us for our donation of winter items.  They included
a copy of their "The Friday Finish" newsletter. It 
was interesting to read about their Grow
Appalachia monthly grower meeting where 60
people discussed garden planning and took home
seed potatoes, fertilizer, and onion sets. Check out
www.redbirdky.org/stories to read more about Red 
Bird, one of our mission projects for over 30 years!

Bester Community of Hope
Director, Alicia Taluskie, sent a letter of thanks
for our diaper collection. "This generosity went
a long way in supporting members of our
community." Alicia attends the South End
Neighborhood meetings on the first Thursday of
the month to update us about Bester Community of
Hope's many community projects.

UMCOR
Check out a copy of UMCOR's  newsletter on the 
hall table and read about our donations in action!
"When disasters occur, your gift helps make the
difference between hope and despair for neighbors
all around the country," including flooding and
tornadoes in Kentucky, Tennessee, and Georgia in
2021 and 2023. They were there in 2021 when
a Hurricane hit several states and 2023 in Maui
when wildfires swept communities.
There is an article on international updates too.   

http://www.redbirdky.org/stories


Notes on Finances …

We are very blessed. Thank you for your regular
giving and all the extra donations you give when
you are able.

Our church property and liability insurance is
$5,584 per year. The Trustees work with the
insurance agent to review our policy annually and
make sure we are receiving appropriate coverage
for our needs. We make four quarterly payments a
year.

Our Church Council is planning a Congregational
meeting on Sunday, June 2nd . We will meet after
worship for a short information session relating to
our mid-year financial status and financial planning
for 2025. We want all members and friends of St.
Andrew’s to be present to hear the information.
Please plan to attend.

Applying Bible Principles

An oxymoron is the use of two terms which are
contradictory in nature. “Jumbo shrimp” is an
oxymoron. “Ferocious lamb” is another. “Dumb
scholar” is yet another.

One of the saddest and most contradictory is the
oxymoron, “Stingy Christian.” Because we have
been redeemed through our faith in Christ,
Christians should be the most generous of all
people. We have been abundantly blessed of God,
who has given us all things richly to enjoy (Rom.
8:32).

James 1:17 expresses this truth clearly: “Every
generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is
from above, coming down from the Father of lights,
with whom there is no variation or shadow due to
change.”

Think about some of God’s good gifts:
God gives the seed (Gen. 1:11).
God gives the rain (Job 5:10).
God gives health (Jer. 30:17).
God gives life (Acts 17:25).
God gives strength (Isa. 40:29).
God gives riches (1 Chron. 29:12).
God gives grace (2 Cor. 12:9).
God gives eternal life (Rom. 6:23).

And God gives us money and the ability to get
wealth. Solomon said that money is one of God’s
gifts to people. The purpose for which He gives us
money is stated clearly in Ecclesiastes 5:19 — for
our enjoyment.

Some of us make that the primary reason for
money. We major in pleasure and the things
money can do for us. But there is another major
purpose God gives us money, something that also
can bring great pleasure: To give it back to Him.

That’s why of all the oxymorons in existence,
“Stingy Christian” is the most contradictory. We
who have been given the most from God should be
the most generous people in the world.

As the tombstone in an old cemetery read, “What I
spent, I had; what I saved, I lost; what I gave, I
have.”

God grants to people the ability to earn that
which is His already: money and wealth.

“Riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are
power and might; and it is in your hand to make great and to give strength

to all”
(1 Chron. 29:12).

____________

Please join us on Sunday, May 5th for good
fellowship and good food. The Worship and Music
team will be serving a meal immediately following
the church service.  



St. Andrews Potato Project

St. Andrews United Methodist Men
of St. Andrews United Methodist
Church in Hagerstown, Maryland,
working with the Society of St.

Andrews and the Baltimore Washington
Conference of the United Methodist Church,
sponsored an End Hunger Potato Drop on April
20th.

Our church is blessed to have a large parking lot
for the tractor trailer and pick up vehicles without
interrupting the local traffic flow. God blessed us
with perfect weather allowing us to distribute
42,000 pounds (840 bags) of potatoes.

Organizations from Annapolis, Baltimore,
Washington D.C., Jefferson County W.V.,
Waynesboro P.A., and Mercersburg P.A. came to
Hagerstown to pick up potatoes. Potatoes were
taken to be distributed to food banks and pantries.
The local community demand was even greater
than last year. Over 200 bags were distributed
through the drive-thru process to local families.
Many of the people picking up potatoes indicated
they were going to distribute their potatoes to
multiple families. Another indicated that their bag
was going to help refugee families. We estimate
that we distributed over 12,000 pounds to our
Hagerstown community and helped between 300
and 400 families.

Besides the distribution of potatoes to end hunger,
the event was a great time for Christian fellowship
and meeting fellow Christians within the Baltimore
Washington Conference. St. Andrews UMM is
grateful for all the help from our church members.
People pitched in to help load each other’s
vehicles. Locally we had 42 volunteers on hand to
help load vehicles and break the 50 pound bags
into smaller size bags to hand out. We even gave
out smaller bags to cars driving by on our street.
Thank you to all who came out on Saturday to
pitch in.

$112 was donated and will be forwarded to the
Society of St. Andrews to support the continuation
of their program to end hunger. This was a
wonderful outreach opportunity for our church and
a blessing to many in our community.

In addition, during the summer, church members
bring in their surplus produce which members take
for a donation. These monies are sent to the
Society of St. Andrews to support the program.
Please see Joyce to support this program. The
Society of St. Andrews does not charge any fees
for their services or potatoes.

Our church is grateful we could sponsor this event
and already talking about ways to improve our
Potato Drop in 2025.

____________

PICTURES OF A SUCCESSFUL

UMM POTATO PROJECT

840 bags of potatoes – 42,000 pounds!

42 volunteers helped…



…and they had fun!



Thanks to the many members and

friends who helped with this mission!


