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Ash Wednesday is the first
day of Lent. Ashes on our
foreheadis a sign of
mourning, humiliation and
penitence. Christians know that our sins took
Jesus to the cross. With repentant hearts, Lent
begins knowing that it leads to Jesus’ resurrection
on Easter Sunday.

From the
Pastor’s Desk

Ash Wednesday, the 40 days of the Lenten journey
guided by the Holy Spirit will help us reach the
Easter feast with the joy and the power of the Holy
Spirit.

Lent is a season characterized by sorrow and
humility leading to the Holy Week and Easter.

Lent season marks the beginning of spring. Spring
is a wonderful time of year.

Lent invites us to examine our brokenness and
spiritual hunger.

In spring we speak about new life. The church will
have a new life too.

Spring is coming again. Easter is just around the
corner. Hope and healing are on the way.

Who are we; a people who do good, avoid evil, and
live in peace.

Let us be a church that encourages and lifts up
those who were feeling lost, separated from God
and neighbors.

This lent season let us energize our worship and
do what we can to increase our worship
attendance. May our church fellowship be
intentional in extending hospitality to everyone. Let
our evangelism be strong on sharing our faith and
meet people’s needs. Our stewardship must be
extravagant, sharing our resources, gifts, and
talents.
Blessings,
Pastor Christopher Serufusa

St. Andrews Mysic Notes

"When mountains moved, looks like
somebody  prayed". Powerful
words from a contemporary Christian song. We
pray knowing that we have a God that listens and
answers our prayers. What could be better than
this!

The Worship and Music Team would like to share
information with you on upcoming services and
special events in the life of St. Andrews.

Ash Wednesday service will be a combined
service with Emmanuel UMC at St. Andrews on
Wednesday, March 5th at 7:00. Light refreshments
will follow the service in the Fellowship Hall.

Each Sunday during Lent, we will travel back to
Jerusalem to hear eyewitness accounts of the
impact that Jesus had on those who came in
contact with Him.

On Palm Sunday, April 13, the choir will process
and sing Hosannas.

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services
will be combined with Emmanuel UMC. Join us at
St. Andrews on Maundy Thursday and travel to
Emmanuel for the Good Friday Service.

The choir will present our Easter Cantata on
Easter Sunday.

This is a busy time in the life of our church. Please
try to attend services in person so that you can
participate in Christian fellowship with us. Thank
you to all those who will be participating in our
special services during the Lenten and Easter
season.

We are beginning preliminary steps to gather
information on a new organ for our church. Please
see me if you would like to join the team that will
be researching our options.




Lisa Shives, Music Director
in March

Mar2 - Transfiguration

Sunday

Mar 5 - 7:00 pm Ash Wednesday Service at
St. Andrews UMC followed by light
refreshments in the Fellowship Hall.

Mar6 - 7:00 pm Trustees

Mar 8 - Turn your clocks forward when retiring

Mar 9 - Daylight Savings Time begins

Mar9 - 1st Sunday in Lent

Mar 9 - Cal-Fires donations collected

Mar 9 - 5:30 pm dinner provided to REACH

Mar 11 - 6:30 pm Finance meets

Mar 12- 6:00 pm Worship Committee meets

Mar 15- April Newsletter articles are due

Mar 16- 2nd Sunday in Lent

Mar 16- Cal-Fires donations collected

Mar 17 - St. Patrick’s Day

Mar 18- 6:00 pm SPRC meets

Mar 19- 11:30 am Senior’s Lunch at Colonial Inn

Mar 20- First day of Spring

Mar 23- 3™ Sunday in Lent

Mar 25- 7:00 pm Church Council meets

Mar 30- 4" Sunday in Lent

Mar 30- UMCOR Sunday

Set your clocks

forward on
é \ March 8
A when you retire

for the night.

begins on March 9th

Pray Around the World

! We continue our mission of praying
for all countries in the world over
the next couple of years. If you
would like to choose a country, just sign up on the
list that is posted by the world map in the hallway.

Then, take a few minutes during the worship
service, on the date you have chosen, to inform the
congregation of the needs of this country so that
we can offer them up in prayer.

Mark Your Calendars!
The Potato Drop is April 5th

A sign-up sheet for helpers will be placed in the
narthex on March 1st. Please sign up to help
distribute potatoes. If you can help in any other
way or have new ideas, please contact John
Davidson.

On April 5th, we will begin to set up at 7:30am and
distribute potatoes from 8:30 to 10:30. We will
break down the 50 pound bags into smaller bags
for the community.

If you know any organization or individual that is in
need of potatoes, please give that information to
John Davidson. He will need contact information
and the quantity of potatoes requested. We would
like to take care of the local needs first but we must
have reservations.



UMCOR California Fires
DgMission "As _c_ountless families a_nd
“Report communities face the overwhelming
aftermath of these wildfires,
UMCOR is supporting the efforts of conference
disaster response ministries across the region.
Evacuees are receiving food and other essential
supplies... The road to recovery will be long, but
together, we can bring hope and healing."

On March 9th and March 16th, a basket will be in
the back of the sanctuary for your donations for
"Cal-Fires' a US Disaster Response and Recovery
UMCOR Project. 100% of our gifts will be used for
this purpose. Checks should be written to St.
Andrews UMC. Thank you for helping and
keeping California in your prayers!

REACH Cold Weather Shelter:

We appreciate the donations to REACH we
received in the basket and in the hallway boxes!
We collected $120 on "Souper Bowl " Sunday. The
hall boxes are full and will be delivered by the first
week of March. REACH assists about "3,500
Washington County residents annually with a staff
of twelve and over 1,200 volunteers..." We
received a thank you letter for our donation of $60
sent after the dinner we served in December at the
shelter. We will prepare and serve another dinner
at the shelter on March 9th.

St. Mark's Food Bank:

From St. Mark's Community Food- "This is to
acknowledge and thank you for your generous gift
of food drive items for our Food Bank. Your
commitment to helping needy individuals and
families in our community is sincerely appreciated.”
--Alison Tyson.

St. Mark’s feeds over 400 families each month with
the help of donors. We donated 22 boxes of cereal
on January 9th. Please pick up a box or two in
March to continue our support. THANK YOU!

Bester Elementary School :

The children and staff appreciate the snacks we
donate to their school. Last month they received 14
boxes of individual packs of snacks for students to
give them a little "brain food" to get through their
day. This is another way to reach out to the south
end community. Bester Community of Hope is
working to help families in this part of Hagerstown.
Thank you!

St. Andrew Potato Project (Society of St.
Andrews):

As of February 3rd, 2025 "21,791,103 Ibs. of food
has been rescued and distributed" by the Society
of St. Andrews. The Potato Drop will be on April
5th this spring. John Davidson will be letting us
know how all of us can participate.

UMCOR Sunday- March 30th, 2025:
Envelopes will be available for donations to

underwrite  UMCOR's work so 100% of our
donations for disaster relief can go where it is
needed!

Salem Reformed Church Work Camp:
From Sunday June 29th to Saturday July 5th, 2025

Salem Reformed Church on Salem Church Road is
sponsoring a work camp for teams to repair homes
in the area. If you or anyone you know would be
interested, there is an application on the bulletin
board outside the church office. You can also go to
their website or call 301-739-9212 for more
information.




