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St. Andrews United Methodist Church

1020 Maryland Avenue; Hagerstown, MD 21740
www.standrewsumchagerstown.weebly.com

Phone: 301-739-7431

E-mail: standrewsumchagerstown@gmail.com

Our Mission: “To Show, Share and Grow in God's Love, through Jesus Christ.”
Qur Vision: “Believe in God, Follow Jesus, and Serve Others.”

June 2025 Newsletter

| hope you are enjoying the
spring season. Summer is
coming up soon.

From the
Pastor’s Desk

This is the season for weddings, marriage to begin
a new life. We see new babies, the extraordinary
joy especially of first-time parents.

It is also graduation season in our families and
church. Mugabi, our son, is graduating from South
Hagerstown High School. It is a miracle for us
because years ago some teachers and
psychologists said Mugabi would never get a high
school diploma due to his struggle with autism. But
God is good and has been good to Mugabi. God is
still in charge. God gave creativity to teachers and
counselors to help and work with Mugabi so he
could succeed.

This summer, remember to incorporate faith into
your everyday life. It is easy to get lost in the
summer activities. Make time for attending church,
time for daily devotion, and make time to pray.
Read a chapter of the Bible every day. Share
Jesus with family and friends. And volunteer in the
community helping those in need. All this effort is
to deepen your relationship with the Lord.

| give thanks to God for each one of you at St.
Andrews church. You are all humble servants of
Jesus here in Hagerstown. We appreciate and love
the tremendous leadership and service of all our
church leaders.

God richly bless and keep you safe. Amen.

Blessings,
Pastor Christopher Serufusa
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St. Andrews Music Notes

"The Savior is waiting with arms open
wide" are powerful lyrics from the
contemporary Christian song, "Come
To Jesus". Who is the Savior waiting for... Bonnie,
Paul, Chris, Vickie? Insert your name — He is
waiting for you. Wow! Isn't that an awesome and
comforting feeling?

Many people take a summer break, but not here at
St. Andrews. We are revving up for special
services and activities. June 1st is Ascension
Sunday. The dove is a symbol of ascension and we
will have one for you to take home to remind you of
Jesus' ascension. June 8th is Pentecost Sunday,
the birthday of the church. Please plan to stay after
the service and enjoy birthday cake and a
beverage in the fellowship hall. June 15th will be
celebrated in honor of the greatest father ever —
our Lord and Savior. We will also honor all men
that Sunday. July 6th will be a special Sunday as
we give thanks to God for our independence and
freedom to worship our Father in Heaven. In
August, we would like to focus on counting our
blessings. You will have an opportunity to tell us
about your Jesus and the blessings he has
bestowed upon you. As you can see, there is no
summer break at St. Andrews. We are focused on
our Lord Jesus Christ and all He has done for us.

Lisa Shives,
Music Director
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Dates 1y Tume

June 01 - Ascension Sunday
June 05 - 10:00 am Bible Study
June 08 — Pentecost (please wear red today)
June 12 — 7:00 pm Trustees (tentative)
June 15 — July/August newsletter articles are due
June 15 — Father’s Day
June 15 — Peace with Justice Sunday
June 15 — Trinity Sunday
June 18 — 11:30 am Senior’s Lunch at The Parlor
House
June 20 — First Day of summer
June 24 — 7:00 pm Church Council

Choose to Have 2 Good Day Today

Today | can complain about my health,
Or | can celebrate being alive.

Today | can moan that it is raining,
Or be joyful at all that grows from the rain.

Today | can regret all | don’t have,
Or rejoice in everything | do.

Today | can mourn everything | have lost,
Or eagerly anticipate what’s to come.

Today | can complain that | have to work,
Or celebrate having a job to go to.

Today | can resent the mess the kids make,
Or give thanks that | have a family.

Today | can whine about the housework,
Or celebrate having a home.

Today | can cry over the people
who don’t care for me,

Or be happy loving and being loved

by those who do.
St. Mark’s Food Bank and
Bester Elementary School
The Food Bank was thankful for
the 25 boxes of cereal and a
couple of other items donated in
Aprill  As summer approaches
please remember a bowl of cereal can be for
breakfast, a snack, or a meal for a child who may
need to fix it for themself. Thank you for helping to
feed families in our community!
We provided 16 boxes of individual packs of 10 or
more to Bester in April! Kristin, who is our contact
person, always meets me with a smile and thanks
me for our donations for the children. Thank you
for caring! We will continue this outreach when the
school year begins in the fall. We will look into
other items they may need to further our support!

Society of St. Andrew

The potatoes for the Potato Drive arrived in April
and were donated to our community and
surrounding areas! This summer if you have any
garden products, please share them with the
congregation on the hall table or take an item and
make a small donation to St. Andrews Potato
Project to help pay for the transportation of
gleaned food throughout the United States! Thank
you!

Judy Center of Washington County Public
Schools

The Judy Center had a wonderful year working
with young families during Monday morning Play
Groups at St Andrews. They will be returning in
September for their 4th year with us. Thank you to
the Judy Center staff for bringing the laughter of
small children to our hallways! Their home school
is Emma K. Doub Elementary School .

UMCOR:

"Since 1940, UMCOR has served as the
humanitarian agency of the United Methodist
Church, providing disaster response and relief to
areas impacted by natural and man-made
disasters around the world." (Roland Fernandes-
General Secretary). We received a thank you letter
for our gift of $115.00 sent for U.S. Relief. Thank
you! Stop by the hall table to read a story about a
community that, with UMCOR's help, turned a pile
of rocks into a Health Center!

South End Neighborhood Group:

Several times a year a small group meets at the
fire hall to discuss our South End community.
Representatives from Bester Community of Hope,
local neighbors, and police and city officials meet




to inform and discuss concerns and activities in the
South End. If you would like to attend
or have a concern see Joyce McClanathan.

$ Notes on Finances ...

During the months of March and April we did not
have enough giving to meet our expenses. | am
very concerned that if this deficit in giving
continues, we will not have any money in our
checking account by the end of the year. We will
again have tough decisions to make before 2026.

Please be faithful and give regularly. If you plan to
be away, please give before you go or as soon as
you get back. You can also mail your check
contribution to the church from wherever you are or
pay online with Vanco.

We depend on your regular giving to pay our bills
on time.

Respectfully submitted,
Cindy Siebert
Finance Chairperson and Treasurer

“No Excuse Sunday”

To make it possible for everyone to attend church
next Sunday, we are going to have a special “No
Excuse Sunday.”

Cots will be placed in the foyer for those who say
“Sunday is my only day to sleep in.”

We will have steel helmets for those who say “the
roof would cave in if | ever came to church.

Blankets will be furnished for those who think the
church is too cold, and fans for those who say it is
too hot.

We will have hearing aids for those who say “the
preacher speaks too softly” and cotton for those
who say he preaches too loudly.

Some relatives will be in attendance for those who
like to go visiting on Sundays.

There will be TV dinners for those who can’t go to
church and cook dinner also.

One section will be devoted to trees and grass for
those who only like to see God in nature.

The Sanctuary will be decorated with both
Christmas poinsettias and Easter lilies for those
who have never seen the church without them.

And finally, if all else fails, we will still offer the
ability to live-stream our service at

www.standrewsumchagerstown.com

See you Sunday! There’s no excuse!



http://www.standrewsumchagerstown.com

	 

