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It is time to spruce up our
lawns and see the joys of
summer! While we take
care of our gardens, we
each need to be selfish in

our ‘self-care’ as it pertains to our personal needs;
this includes our ‘spiritual life,’ our ‘relationship’
with understanding God.

Our relationship with our Creator, Redeemer, and
provider is crucial and needs to be our focus daily.

We continue to need to return to our basic
understanding of faith, turning to our God in prayer,
seeking direction and new hope for the future.
Also, we continue to need and rely upon the
scriptures and the strength of the Holy Spirit – to
give us fresh anointing of the Spirit and ‘new
energy’ to push forward with our journeys of faith –
well into the future! May the Spirit of Christ and the
Love of God sustain us every day.

Do not be paralyzed by sorrow, grief, remorse, and
guilt of the past. Find satisfaction and fulfillment in
Christ.

Our ultimate strength comes from Christ... that is
why all summer long we need to be in tune with
Christ to find the confidence, joy, and strength for
life.

St. Paul says, “Mend your ways, encourage one
another, agree with one another, live in peace and
the God of love and peace will be with you.

And may we encounter God's peace and joy, along
our way.

Have a great summer! 
Blessings,

Pastor Christopher Serufusa

✞✞✞

St. Andrews Music Notes
 The Daily Devotional Guide for
Monday, May 13th was interesting to
read how the author used music as

an analogy to describe our witnessing for God.  He
said," God created a special unique composition
for each of us, and we are expected to play the
music carefully.  The sheet music can be found in
the Bible. If we neglect the written notes, we may
fumble through life without attaining the joy God
has created for us all."  God sure has created joy
for us!  

If you would like to share your musical talents
during July and August, please see me to sign up
for special music.

June 16th will be a special Sunday to honor
Fathers and men in our church, especially the
greatest father of them all - God the father.

On June 30 we will honor our military and thank
God for our nation and our God-fearing forefathers
who helped shape the USA.

Our worship service in Doubs Woods Park will be
the last Sunday in August.  Watch for more details
on this service later.

Thank you to the Faithful Ringers and Brian
Langmyer for his leadership.  Thank you to our
Praise Choir and their dedication. Thank you to all
those who very willingly participated in our special
readings and plays.  You are greatly appreciated
for sharing your God-given talents.

St Andrews is alive and well! Praise God!



Lisa Shives,
Music Director

in June
June 02 Congregational

Meeting after service
June 06 – 5:00 pm Membership Meeting
June 13 – 7:00 pm Trustees
June 15 – July/August newsletter articles are due
June 16 – Father’s Day
June 19 – 11:30 am Senior’s Lunch at Hoffman’s

American Grille
June 21 – First Day of summer
June 25 – No Church Council this month
June 30 – Faithful Ringers play

____________

St. Mark’s Food Bank and
Bester Elementary School

Thank you for providing food for
our community! In the last month
St. Mark's Food Bank has received

63 boxes of cereal. Cereal is not only a breakfast
food, but can provide an after school snack.
Bester's young students received 20 boxes of 10 or
more single packs for their afternoon "brain"
snacks. We will continue our collections during the
summer months.

Society of St. Andrew
We will have fresh produce on the table this
summer. Please take something you like and leave
a small donation in the bowl. All money will be
donated to St. Andrews Potato Project to help pay
for transportation of their gleaned fruits and 
vegetables to families just like we did the day
of the Potato Drop this April! 

"When you give, good nourishing food is on plates
instead of landfills. When you give, our
environment is just a little cleaner. And when you
give, ‘struggling to get by’ is a little less
challenging for a needy neighbor today."
Lynette Johnson, Executive Director, Society of St.
Andrew

Judy Center of Washington County Public
Schools
We had a very enjoyable year sharing one of our
classrooms on Monday mornings with parents 

and their young children. They loved our building
and felt very welcome. Thanks to Miss Kathy and
Miss Kristin (the teachers) for making such a
wonderful sharing and learning environment. We
look forward to having them again next year!

Shoe Size Drive Fundraiser
The Month of June

The Shoe Size Drive fundraiser will
be held the entire month of June to benefit the
general fund. It will be fun like it was the last two
years! Count the shoe size of everyone in your
family. Add up the sizes and that’s the amount of
your donation.

Make checks payable to St. Andrews UMC and
include the donation in your giving envelope or a
separate envelope. You can also put your donation
in a special basket provided at the rear of the
Sanctuary.

____________
     
Notes on Finances …

The Peanut Butter Egg-making fundraiser was a
great success. The Fundraisers donated $5,000 to
the General Fund. Our checking account balance
has not been this high since February 2023. Thank
you!

Our gas bill for heat has been one of our largest
expenses so far this year, other than salaries. The
monthly gas bills have been:
January $1,265.41
February $1,274.94
March $1,079.20
April $ 823.74
Total $4,443.29

Thank you for your continued financial support of
St. Andrew’s. Together we can do great things!

____________

Applying Bible Principles

“Likewise, all to whom God gives wealth and
possessions and whom he enables to enjoy them,
and to accept their lot and find enjoyment in their
toil — this is the gift of God” (Eccl. 5:19).

Don’t you just love gifts? There is great satisfaction
both in getting gifts and in giving them. Since we
are created in the image of God, it stands to



reason that He also must take great delight in
giving and receiving gifts.

All that we have comes from His hand, but in
particular, Solomon indicated that money and
riches and the ability to enjoy them are gifts from
God. In other words, God gives us that which is
rightfully His, and then He allows us the enjoyment
of wealth and money. As we enjoy what He has
entrusted to us, no doubt He takes great pleasure
in our enjoyment if our actions are in conformity to
His Word and His will.

How can we be sure that our enjoyment of money
and wealth is according to God’s plan? The Bible
contains a great deal of specific instruction as to
how we are to use money, but this guiding principle
is to motivate our entire lives, including the use and
enjoyment of wealth: “So, whether you eat or drink,
or whatever you do, do everything for the glory of
God” (1 Cor. 10:31).

There’s nothing wrong with money. There’s nothing
wrong with enjoying the things that money can buy.
Solomon was correct when he said that both are
gifts from God. The key is to use money in such a
way that our enjoyment will bring glory to God. One
of the primary ways to do that is to give to the Lord
and His work here at St. Andrew’s United
Methodist Church.

During the past few months, have you kept God’s
glory as the number one priority in your use of
money? Or have other things taken the place of
your giving to God?

____________

Money is one of God’s gifts to people.

“Likewise, all to whom God gives wealth and
possessions and whom he enables to enjoy them,
and to accept their lot and find enjoyment in their

toil – this is the gift of God” (Eccl. 5:19)
.

On Sunday, June 2nd, our
Church Council is planning
a short Congregational
Meeting after the worship
service.

The District Superintendent
(DS) will be in attendance and there will be several
topics covered:

1. An information session relating to our
mid-year financial status and financial
planning for 2025.

2. Discussion including: Do we retain a full
time pastor or consider a part time pastor?

Questions will be answered. We want all members
and friends of St. Andrew’s to be present to hear
the information and consider options. Please plan
to attend.


