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   July/August 2025 Newsletter 
 
 
It is summer 2025, time for 
outdoors, resting and enjoying 
God’s beautiful creation. 
 

Rest and be renewed, recharged and be mindful to 
thank God for God’s goodness. 
 
We pray that this summer will be peaceful and 
inspiring while you hike, swim, bike, visit 
amusement parks and go camping. God has 
blessed us in many ways, some of our brothers and 
sisters who were sick are recovering back home 
now. 
 
While you enjoy your summer activities, remember 
to have “just a little talk with Jesus.” Here’s the 
refrain: 
Now let us have a little talk with Jesus​
Let us tell Him all about our troubles​
He will hear our faintest cry​
He will answer by and by​
Now when you feel a little prayer wheel turning​
And you know a little fire is burning​
You will find a little talk with Jesus makes it 
right. 
  
Why talk to Jesus, the Epistle of Hebrews writer 
says, “Jesus is our friend, Brother, he cares and 
loves us.” 
 
So, keep Jesus in your conversations, encouraging 
those who are despondent and sorrowful. May 
God’s Spirit reinvigorate all our people. 
 
“Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit.”  
                                                        (Romans 15:13) 

 
Blessings, 

Pastor Christopher Serufusa 

 
St. Andrews Music Notes 
 
    Let Me Tell You About My Jesus 
"Help me to thank You for everything 
-including my problems. As soon as 
my mind gets snagged on difficulty, I 

need to bring the matter to You with 
Thanksgiving. Then I can ask You to show me your 
way to handle the situation. The very act of 
thanking you frees my mind from its negative 
focus."  (Daily Devotions).  
 
The Worship and Music team would like to invite 
you to participate in thanking God by sharing with 
our congregation something that he has done for 
you. Each Sunday in August (Count Your Blessings 
month) we would like anyone who wants to share a 
special blessing to take about two minutes and tell 
the congregation about your Jesus and what he 
has done for you. The Worship Team will take the 
first Sunday in August. There will be a sign-up 
sheet on the table in the narthex for you to choose 
a Sunday to participate. Thank you for sharing your 
Good News about our Jesus. 
 
The Worship Team would like to highlight the 
benevolent work that goes on in our church 
throughout  the year. On September 7, we would 
like someone from each group that participates in a 
church project to tell the congregation about your 
project. The purpose is not to "toot your own horn," 
but  to let others know so that they may participate 
where they feel a calling to serve. There are many 
active projects at St Andrews you may not know 
about. I'm sure others would like to help if they 
knew more about the projects. Labor Day Sunday 
is a great time to share the labors of our 
church. Please see Joyce McClanathan or Lisa if 
you would like to share about your project.   
 
Thank you, Lord, for our church family at St. 
Andrews! 

Lisa Shives 



Music Director 
 

 in July & August 
 
 

July 04​-   Independence Day 
July 06 -  Independence Sunday (consider wearing 
               red, white and blue) 
July 08​-   6:30 pm Finance Committee 
July 16-   11:30 am Senior’s Lunch-Western Sizzlin’ 
July 22 -  6:00 pm SPRC meets  
 
Aug 06-   6:00 pm Worship & Music Committee 
Aug 07-   7:00 pm Trustees (tentative) 
Aug 20​-   11:30 am Senior’s Lunch at Velvet Cafe          
Aug 24-   10:00 am Worship in the Park at  
                Doub’s Woods Park, South Potomac   
               Street entrance.  
Aug 26​-  7:00 pm Church Council (tentative) 

____________  
 
 

Mark Your Calendars! 
Worship & Picnic 

 in the Park 
August 24th 

 
On August 24th our 10:00 am 
Sunday worship service will 
be held at the covered 
pavilion in Doub’s Woods 

Park, South Potomac Street entrance. The service 
will be followed by a picnic with a meat and 
beverages provided!  Please bring a covered dish 
or dessert to share. Monetary donations for the 
meat are appreciated. See Vickie Lookabaugh. 
 
A sign-up sheet to let us know how many are 
attending, what you will bring, or how you can help, 
will be on the table in the Narthex. You can also 
email standrewsumchagerstown@gmail.com or call 
the church office (301-739-7431) to let us know 
what you will bring. 
 

____________   
 

 

…during your summer 
vacation! 

 

 

St. Mark’s Food Bank  
In  early June we delivered 24 boxes 
of cereal. It came at a great time 
when they were running low. Thank 
you for continuing this outreach 
throughout the summer when 

children are not in school! 

Society of St. Andrew 
"Together, we are proving that hunger is a problem 
we can solve--one pound, one field, one serving at 
a time. Let's keep going. There's more work to do in 
2025."   (from SoSA Quarterly Report)  

Please  share your produce this summer, take 
home a veggie or two, and leave a small donation 
to help 
cover transportation costs of delivering potatoes 
and other fresh items to communities like ours!  
Thank you! 

Coming this Fall: 
Get ready for a busy fall with the following outreach 
projects for our community: 

1.​ Continued collection of cereal for St. Mark's 
Food Bank 

2.​ Collection of individually wrapped snacks for 
Bester Elementary students (possibly other 
items to be announced as needed) 

3.​ October – support of The Hope Center 
4.​ November is Food Month with donations of 

canned and boxed items 
5.​ Mid-November to Early December – filling 

Christmas Stockings for The Salvation Army 
6.​ Red Bird Mitten Tree of winter items for The 

Red Bird Mission in Kentucky and our local 
neighbors 

7.​ The Judy Center returns on Monday 
mornings to serve young children and their 
families.  

 
HAVE A SAFE SUMMER FILLED WITH 

SHARED BLESSINGS 
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Notes on Finances … 

Thank you to all of you who make sure to give to 
St. Andrews regularly. We depend on a steady 
income to pay our bills on time. Please be faithful 
and give regularly. If you plan to be away, 
please give before you go or as soon as you get 
back. You can also mail your check contribution 
to the church from wherever you are or pay online 
with Vanco. We depend on your regular giving to 
pay our bills on time. 
 
We were short $6,309 this month. You can see the 
decrease in our checking account. Your Finance 
Committee is very concerned about planning for 
our 2026 Budget. This planning begins in August. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Cindy Siebert 

Finance Chairperson and Treasurer 
 
 
Remember, there are 3 ways to give.   

1.​ Join us on Sunday and give in person.   
2.​ Mail a check to St. Andrews UMC,  

1020 Maryland Avenue, Hagerstown, MD 
21740.   

3.​ Contribute online on the church website, 
www.standrewsumchagerstown.com  

 
Click on “Donate” or  digitally use 
the Vanco app by scanning the 
QR code here, using your 
phone’s camera. Directions from 
Vanco are available.  
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