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July/August 2024 Newsletter

July and August are summer
months and time for
vacations. We have

suspended most of our business meetings at
church during summer. But we continue to be
Christian disciples of Jesus.

While we relax on the beach and at swimming
pools, remember to serve the Lord. Do your
prayers, worship, and study the word of God. Visit
our people who are shut-ins. Volunteer to do
special music, send food to the food banks.

Summer is good for all of us to get recharged.
Enjoy the sun. While we enjoy the summer let our
actions give witness to Jesus. Let those with no
hope find peace, let the hungry be fed, those
hurting find relief through our ministries.

Sing God Bless America on July 4th.

Let us value and love all people, for they are God’s
people. Many are waiting for us to share with them
God’s forgiveness, mercy, grace, and love.

Enjoy the summer -the joys of family, family and
friendship, laughter and delicious food.

Jesus too, took breaks, going to the mountain to
pray and to rest. May the Lord Jesus join you on
your trips and bring you back safely.

Blessings,
Pastor Christopher Serufusa

🕇🕇🕇

St. Andrews Music Notes

We were blessed with an all-male
choir on Father’s Day Sunday.
Thank you to those who sang and
those men who participated in the

readings about inspirational men of the Bible.  

A women's retreat is being planned for Wednesday,
July 17 from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. Our one day
retreat is designed to bring women together for
spiritual growth, personal reflection, and fellowship.
This will be an opportunity for you to step away
from your daily routine and deepen your
relationship with God and one another. Our theme
is, "Be Still and Know".

Please feel free to invite your friends and
relatives. A detailed schedule of events will be
posted in the bulletin, but the following are activities
that are being planned:  a continental breakfast,
"Get to Know You Better” activity, devotions with
Bible Study, Prayer Circle, Worshipping our God
thru instrumental and vocal music,  Painting and
Craft Activities, Assembly of Outreach Bags, and a
luncheon. This will be held at St. Andrews and we
are super excited about our first retreat.
 

We want to extend a very SPECIAL THANKS to
Jolene McRae for all of the wonderful bulletin
boards she creates for us at the church.

Don't forget to sign up for special music this
summer while the vocal choir and bell choir take a
break.



Have a wonderful summer!

Lisa Shives
Music Director

in July & August

July 04- Independence Day
July 09- 6:30 pm Finance Committee
July 17- 9 am to 3 pm Women’s Retreat at church
July 17- 11:30 am Senior’s Lunch at Velvet Café

Waynesboro, PA (no speaker)
July 23- 7:00 pm Church Council
Aug 16- 11:30 am Emmanuel Senior’s Lunch at

Western Sizzlin’– Kathy Powderly speaks
Aug 21- 11:30 am Senior’s Lunch at Western

Sizzlin’ – topic is Fall Prevention

Aug 25- 10:00 am Worship in the Park at
Doub’s Woods Park, South Potomac
Street entrance. Chicken and beverages

provided. Bring a covered dish or dessert to share.

Aug 27- 7:00 pm Church Council

____________

Mark Your Calendars!
Worship & Picnic in the Park

August 25th

On August 25th our 10:00 am
Sunday worship service will be held

at the covered pavilion in Doub’s Woods Park,
South Potomac Street entrance. The service will be
followed by a picnic with a meat and beverages
provided! Please bring a covered dish or dessert to
share.

A sign-up sheet to let us know how many are
attending, what you will bring, or how you can help,
will be on the table in the Narthex. You can also
email standrewsumchagerstown@gmail.com or call
the church office (301-739-7431) to let us know
what you will bring.

St. Mark’s Food Bank
Now that school is over for the
summer, many children may want a
bowl of cereal for a snack!  In the
last month we have donated 72

boxes of cereal to St. Mark's Food Bank to provide
breakfast and snacks for families!
They appreciate our help keeping the Food Bank
shelves full! Please pick up a box or two of cereal
this summer especially when they are on sale.
Thank you!
 
Bester Elementary School
During the last few weeks of the school year the
children received 23 boxes of individual snack
packs. This summer some children will be attending
summer school, so we will continue collecting
snack packs for one or two deliveries. Thank you
for helping a local school! 

Society of St. Andrew
When gardens start producing tasty summer
bounty, look on the hall table. Take something and
leave a small donation to help pay for the
transportation of gleaned vegetables and fruits
donated to the Society of  St. Andrew shipped to
local giveaways like our Potato Drop! Thank you!
There are some newsletters about this outreach on 
the hall table

Coming this Fall:
Sherri Heil and I will be sharing an opportunity
to increase our support of a local community
mission! 

MISSION IS SHARING A SMILE, SPEAKING A 
KIND WORD, GIVING TO OTHERS, AND
LETTING THEM KNOW GOD LOVES THEM!

____________

mailto:standrewsumchagerstown@gmail.com


Notes on Finances …
Our giving was $4,700 short to cover our
May expenses. You will see the drop in our
checking account balance.

Month
2024

Budget
Giving

Budget
Expenses

Checking
Account
Balance

Starting Balance 2024 $15,288.83
Jan $ 8,791.77 $13,250.12 $10,687.93
Feb $ 9,889.00 $11,262.73 $ 9,249.28
March* $20,119.20 $12,247.25 $16,437.47
April** $16,067.08 $10,865.69 $22,066.52
May $ 6,336.33 $11,039.33 $17,156.17
* includes $10,000 bequeathed by Dennis Rowe
**includes $5,000 from Egg Making

Thank you for joining in the Congregational meeting
on Sunday, June 2nd . We were able to share our
mid-year financial status and financial options for
2025. Please keep the questions coming. Your
Church Council wants everyone to be informed and
able to help us make the best long-range plans for
St. Andrews.

One question recently presented to me was relating
to Mission Share payments to the conference.
What are Mission Shares (previously called
apportionments)?

The Baltimore-Washington Conference (BWC),
explains Mission Shares as a percentage payment
to conference based on each individual church’s
financial statistics. Our 2024 Mission Share total
was calculated to be $14,113.08. We negotiated
our step agreement to again pay 50% of this
payment for 2024. We are paying $558.04 monthly.

What does this Mission Shares money support?
Our Mission Share payments support BWC
ministries, The General Church, BWC Operations
and Finance, BWC Administration and
Communications, and BWC Debt Reduction. The
General Church is considered the collection of
these funds: World Service Fund, Africa University
Fund, Black College Fund, Ministerial Education
Fund, and Northeast Jurisdictional Mission Shares.
Source:
https://www.bwcumc.org/administration/finance/app
ortionment-giving/

We are planning for a second Congregational
meeting in September. A date has not been set yet

by the Church Council. It will be announced in the
church bulletin as soon as we know the date.
Thank you for your continued support.

Applying Bible Principles

A wise person once observed, “Half of any task is
having the right tool, and the other half is knowing
what to do with it.” Although we don’t often consider
it as such, money is a tool which God uses in our
lives as a means of spiritual growth.

You see, money is not an end in and of itself. It is a
means to an end. And in God’s hands, one of its
primary “ends” is to instruct us and to help us grow
spiritually. God especially wants us to avoid our
natural tendency which is a bent toward
selfishness, greed, and hoarding. That’s why the
Lord Jesus said, “Take care! Be on your guard
against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not
consist in the abundance of possessions” (Luke
12:15).

Well, if an individual’s life does not consist in having
a lot of possessions, in what does it consist? Jesus
provided an insightful answer to that question in
Matthew 6:20-21, where He said, “ . . . store up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not
break in and steal. For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.”

Now, according to Jesus’ teaching in the Parable of
the Talents (Matthew 25), there is nothing wrong
with saving. There is nothing wrong with investing
or earning interest on investments. There is nothing
wrong with being a wise steward by planning for the
future. In fact, Jesus taught that those who do so
are to be commended. But our primary emphasis
as God’s children is to make our investments in the
“Bank of Heaven.” When we do that, our
investments are secure. They are not affected by
inflation, by theft, by wear and tear, or anything of
the kind.

There is only one way to make deposits in this
special “bank”: By giving to the Lord’s work.
Although the money is used here, it is credited to
your eternal account. Each time you give your
tithes and offerings at St. Andrew’s United
Methodist Church, you are giving to the Lord by
investing for eternity. You are storing up “treasures
in heaven” that will glorify God forever.

https://www.bwcumc.org/administration/finance/apportionment-giving/
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