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January 2025 Newsletter

From the
Pastor’s Desk

You crown the year with your
goodness and your paths drip
with abundance. Psalm
65:11

2024 was a momentous year of God’s goodness
following us, with new people joining in our Sunday
worship. We had financial blessings that pulled us
out of the red. There were many opportunities for
fellowship and serving the Lord mission. Beloved, |
give a heartfelt thanks for your continued support
of St. Andrews church.

Our advent, Christmas and epiphany seasons are
great because of Jesus, born king and savior. Let
us pursue Jesus, to know him, love him, and to
serve him so we can have a great personal
transformation.

We cannot predict how the new year will unfold.
Each year brings both fortunes and misfortunes.
But we know the God who holds the future will be
with us.

Let us resolve as the people of God to serve God
with our time, talent, and resources.

May the new year refresh and give hope and bring
you success and give us help to overcome the
tough times.

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true,
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if
anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about
such things. 9 Whatever you have learned or
received or heard from me or seen in me—put it
into practice. And the God of peace will be with
you. Philippians 4:8-9

Blessings,

Pastor Serufusa

St. Andrews
Music Notes

Blessings to you and wishing you good health in
the new Year. It is hard to believe that Christmas is
already over; but we can all continue to keep the
Christmas spirit of love and generosity in our
hearts throughout 2025.

Many of our members and friends participated this
past year in special services at St. Andrews and |
am very grateful to you for your willingness to
share your talents. Please see me if you would like
to be involved with singing, reading, acting out a
part in a play, etc. There is always room for you to
get involved.

The Worship Team is already busy with plans for
Lent and Easter. Our next meeting is on
Wednesday, February 5, from 6:00 to 7:00 pm.
Feel free to join us and help with the ministry at St.
Andrews.

Happy New Year!
Lisa Shives,

Music Director
Worship & Music Committee Chair




ant
Dates i Jamuary

Jan 01 - New Year’s Day
Jan 02 - 7:00 pm Trustees
Jan 05 - Epiphany Sunday
Jan 12 - Baptism of Lord
Jan 14 - 6:30 pm Finance Committee
Jan 15 - February Newsletter articles are due
Jan 15 - 11:30 Senior’s Lunch-Hub City Diner
Jan 19 - Human Relations Sunday
Jan 20 - Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Jan 28 - 7:00 pm Church Council

WEATHER WATCH!

If the weather outside is blowing
and you wonder if church
services will be held, look for an
email from the pastor or listen to
b WJEJ, 1240 AM on your radio
dial for a report of canceled worship services.

If Washington County schools are closed due to
the weather, any meetings scheduled at the church
for that day or evening will be cancelled unless you

are advised otherwise by the meeting chairperson.

EESNEDR COMMITTEE

Peanut Butter Egg Making 2025!

The Peanut Butter Egg fundraiser will begin the
first of February and continue through March.

Join the Committee — If you are
interested in helping to make eggs,
please sign up on the table in the
Narthex or contact Phyllis Ernde
and let her know if you want to
work mornings or evenings.

We will shape the eggs on Monday

mornings from 9:30-11:30. We will dip, trim and
package on Tuesday morning from 9:30-11:30 and
Thursday evening from 6:00-8:00. Larger crews
are needed on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

Watch for more information and updates in the
bulletin and upcoming newsletters.

5’ November Food Month:
‘@ Thanks to everyone for their
L generous support of food
“Report donations to our community! We
were able to take Bester
Elementary School 12 boxes of individual snack
packs, St. Mark's Food Bank received about 45
boxes of cereal, and 131 boxes and cans of food
were divided between the Hope Center and St.
Mark's Food Bank. We appreciate your help
feeding those in need.

Salvation Army Christmas Stockings:

What a joy it is to deliver a dozen beautiful filled
stockings to The Salvation Army each year!

Thank you for filling each one with gifts and love!
Reaching out to others is an important part of
Christmas!

The Hope Center:
In October we collected canned meat and socks

for The Hope Center. We received a letter of
thanks for our donations.
"Thank you for your recent donation of 44.5 Ibs. of
nonperishable food and socks. Your generous
donation will help us provide support to people in
our community that are in need of assistance in
these hard times we are living in, which are
possible from donations like yours."

Aimee L. Izer, Administrator

Red Bird Mitten Tree:

The Mitten Tree is overflowing with winter items!
We are sharing some of these lovely items with our
local community due to the abundance of
donations! We will still have plenty to ship to
Kentucky in early January! The Red Bird Mission is
an advance conference located in Beverly,
Kentucky reaching out to those in need. We will be
letting everyone know all the items that will be
shared with others. Thank you so much!!

UMCOR:

We received a letter thanking us for our gift of
$1,697.47 for Hurricane relief.:

"The dear people you just helped with your gift to
UMCOR may never have the opportunity to meet
you, but if they did, | am certain their response
would be-Thank You!" Roland Fernandes, General
Secretary of UMCOR

Coming in 2025 REACH "Souper Bowl" Sunday
and collection box!



Notes on Finances...

Thoughts on Generosity...

We've all heard the expression, “Money talks.”
That's true. Money does talk. Oh, not in words or
phrases that constitute a language, but money
talks. Because it is valuable to us, how we use it
communicates volumes to those about us. People
tend to spend their money on things that are
important to them. With the exception perhaps of
taxes, all of us vote with the contents of our
purses, wallets and checkbooks concerning what
means the most to us.

In fact, we could even go so far as to say that a
person who does not spend money on something
which is supposedly very important in his or her life
really does not place much value on that item or
activity. Suppose for a moment that you think “little
league” baseball for kids is very important. You
attend the games. You enroll your own children in
the program. But when someone calls you to ask
you to be a sponsor of a team, or when someone
“‘passes the hat” at a game to pay for equipment,
you refuse to participate.

Would you not agree that an impartial observer of
such behavior would conclude correctly that little
league baseball really does not mean much to
you? Your lack of financial support would outweigh
the other positive aspects of your attendance,
enthusiasm and participation.

The same thing is true in the spiritual realm. It is
one thing to talk about Christianity. It is yet another
to demonstrate our faith by how we use the money
God has entrusted to us. And that is especially true
in our support of the ministry of St. Andrew’s. As
someone said recently in one church just before
the offering was received, “Lord, in spite of all we
say and do, this is what we think of you.”

Or as the Lord Jesus putit, “. .. let your light shine
before others, so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father in heaven”
(Matt. 5:16).

% evetythivg for thedflaqy of God" (1 Cor. 10:31).

Money is a means to the  {reater enb/ofglariﬁ/i%f God as we demonstrate
practical Christianity
in our lives.

So, whether you eat or 3tink, or whatever you 3,

REACH Meal

On Friday, December 20, we were able to cook
and serve a hot meal to the individuals at the
REACH Cold Weather Shelter.

A huge thank you to Phyllis Ernde, Diane Kline,
Jerry Heil, Dave Seibert and his friend/coworker
Tom, Jim Greer, John & Cathy Davidson and
family: Katie Jenkins, Jenny Timmons, Mandi

Noel and Aspyn Reed for taking their time and
helping us cook and serve a hot meal to 45
REACH clients. Thank you to Pastor Chris for
coming out. It is truly a busy time of the year, right
before Christmas. We are so thankful for those
individuals who gave their time and service to help
out those less fortunate.

Jenny summed it up perfectly, “Perfect timing.
Doing this when we are all worried about making
sure everything is perfect for our own Christmas. It
really puts everything in perspective for you. You
serve these individuals and you realize that your
Christmas is perfect, no matter what.”

It truly is a humbling experience and we came
away feeling so blessed and thankful. We had a lot
of laughs working together and then some of us
went to IHOP afterwards for our supper, more
laughs and fellowship. They want to do it another
night. Maybe later in the season around March,
we’ll investigate the need.

Thank you also to everyone who donated
financially allowing us to purchase fried chicken,
mashed potatoes, green beans, stuffing, gravy,
rolls, butter, fruit cocktail, bananas, iced tea and
candy canes. Thank you to Lisa Shives for making
74 cupcakes. Katie donated 84 granola bars for the
clients to take with them. John researched fried
chicken prices from AC&T, Ernst Market, Walmart,
and Martins to get the best price. We collected
$315 with $60 left over to donate to the REACH
Cold Weather Shelter.

The people were so thankful and they wished us
“Merry Christmas” as we were leaving.






