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   February 2025 Newsletter 
 

    
“Love one another as I have 
loved you.”  John 13:34 
 

It is Black history month when we celebrate the 
humanity of all people as one of great worth and 
value. 
 
It is also the month of Valentine's Day,  time when 
our culture promotes love. Love is everywhere 
celebrated in families, churches, schools and in 
community places. So, we call love to be spread 
and shared everywhere. 
 
The Holy Scriptures remind us to love God and 
love our neighbor. We love with acts of compassion 
and kindness building relationships with all the 
people we meet. 
 
When we ground ourselves in Christ’s love, we 
defeat fear of others, and we remove discord 
overcoming conflicts of life. 
 
May the love of Christ envelop us and bind us 
together as one. 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Serufusa 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
St. Andrews Music Notes 
  
   

"Everyone you meet is fighting a battle you know 
nothing about".  I saw this on the back of a tee shirt 
that a young man was wearing recently.  February 
reminds us of unconditional love because of 
Valentine's Day and that shirt made me more 
aware of trying not to judge people who may 
appear to be in a bad mood or just not very 
friendly.  We don't know what is going on in the 
lives of others and because God never promised 
us a rose garden these people may be suffering 
emotionally or physically.  I think one of our 
responsibilities as Christians is to love 
unconditionally. 
      
We are beginning to rehearse for our Easter 
Cantata and would like to encourage anyone who 
loves singing to join us.  We will practice the 
cantata every Sunday after church until 11:30. 
 After 11:30 regular choir rehearsal will begin so 
that those of you who are joining us for the cantata 
are able to leave.  As you can see, about 20 
minutes is all you need to give and we would love 
to have you join us. 
     
Wednesday, February 5th from 6:00 to 7:00 is our 
next Worship and Music team planning meeting. 
 Feel free to join us or give us suggestions for our 
ministry at St. Andrews. 
      
Remember to "Love one another, as I (Jesus) have 
loved you." 
 

   Lisa Shives,  
Worship & Music Director 

 



 
 

 
 

 in February 
 
 

Feb 02​-   Choir rehearsal for 
Easter Cantata 
Feb 03​-   Peanut Butter Egg making begins 
Feb 05​-   6:00 pm Worship Committee 
Feb 06​-   7:00 pm Trustees 
Feb 09​-   “Souper Bowl” Sunday 
Feb 09​-   First day to pick up peanut butter eggs 
Feb 14​-   Valentine’s Day 
Feb 15​-   March newsletter articles are due 
Feb 17​-   President’s Day – Federal Holiday 
Feb 19 -  11:30 am Senior’s Lunch – Colonial Inn 
Feb 25 -   7:00 pm Church Council​  
​  
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“Souper” Bowl Sunday 
          February 9th 
 

There will be a bowl at the back 
of the Sanctuary to benefit the 
R.E.A.C.H. Cold Weather 
Shelter.  Every dollar will help 

the needy.  Please be generous. Also…there is a 
list of items needed by R.E.A.C.H. on the table in 
the hallway.  Please pick one up and deposit the 
needed items in the box. Donations will be 
delivered in March. Thank you!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Mark’s Food Bank and Bester 
Elementary 
In the last month we donated 28 
boxes of cereal to the Food Bank. 
Due to the school days off we did 

not get to deliver boxes of individual snack packs 
to Bester. However, we will continue these 
collections this winter. Families and children 
appreciate our support! Thank You! 
 
Red Bird Mitten Tree 
What a beautiful collection of winter items! Thank 
you for supporting our friends with warm winter 
hats, gloves, mittens. and scarves. We have about 
145 items. We were able to share them with our 
community including The Hope Center, Salvation 
Army, Head Start, and Brooke's House. We will be 
shipping two large boxes filled with these gifts to 
the Red Bird Mission in Beverly, Kentucky, a part of 
Appalachia. Your love goes with them! 
 
REACH Cold Weather Shelter 
The mission of REACH "is to support and 
strengthen the community by preventing and 
resolving homelessness in Washington County. We 
empower individuals and families to move forward 
toward independence and stability through 
compassion, education, advocacy, and resources."  
 
This fall John Davidson organized a great 
volunteer team to prepare and serve dinner at the 
cold weather shelter!  (See the January 2025 
newsletter!) 
 
REACH Needs: For the next month we will be 
collecting items for the shelter. They need the 
following the most:  Women's Underwear(S-M), 
Men's Boxers (M-XL), Belts (any size),Shaving 
Razors, Napkins, Laundry Pods, Paper Towels, 
Tea Bags, Sugar, Creamer, Cereal, Granola/Snack 
Bars, Pop Tarts and Oatmeal(Single Packs). 
 
Please place any donated items in the large box on 
the hall table. Thank you for your help! 
 
'Souper Bowl" Sunday: 
On February 9th a bowl will be placed at the back  
of  the Sanctuary to support REACH. Please 
donate what you can to continue this important 
outreach. Thank you for caring for those in need!  
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Notes on Finances … 
 

Applying Bible Principles 
When he was president of Inter Varsity Christian 
Fellowship, Gordon MacDonald said, “One of the 
greatest teachings missing in the American church 
today is the reminder to men and women that 
nothing we have belongs to us.”  
 
We own nothing. We have been given material 
means to use, but not to own. All that we have 
belongs to God. He is our Source according to 
Psalm 62:5. We are only managers and stewards 
of what He has entrusted to us. 
 
Because all that we have belongs to God, and 
because He gives us the ability to obtain wealth, 
every spending decision is in reality a spiritual 
decision. According to 1 Corinthians 10:31, our 
constant goal must be to glorify God in all of life, 
including how we use His resources. 
 
Stephen Olford wrote this: “ . . . man’s chief end is 
‘to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.’ We are to 
glorify God by our worshipful praise (Psalm 50:23). 
We are to glorify Him by our consistent fruit bearing 
(John 15:8). We are to glorify Him by our spiritual 
unity (Rom. 15:6). We are to glorify Him by our 
entire dedication (1 Cor. 6:20). And we are to 
glorify Him by our good works (Matt. 5:16). In this 
last category is included the matter of giving. Only 
in this way can we provide for ‘honest things in the 
sight of the Lord.’ The glory of God should motivate 
us to give and to give our best.” 
 
If our goals and ambitions are truly set on spiritual 
things, if our emphasis in life is to glorify God, we 
will use the funds He has “loaned” to us on a 
temporary basis to glorify Him. We will put His 
money and possessions to good use by giving to 
His work and by storing up “treasures in heaven” 
(Matt. 6:19-21). 
 
There are two key questions to be asked 
concerning money and possessions: First, are you 
glorifying God in how you are using the money and 
possessions He has entrusted to you? And 
second, are you viewing these things as yours or 
as His? 
 
Because all that we have belongs to God, our goal  
in using that which belongs to Him is to glorify Him. 

 

“So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do,  
do everything for the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). 

 

    
2025 Peanut Butter Egg 

Fundraiser! 
 It’s that time again! We will begin 
making and selling our delicious 

peanut butter eggs on February 3rd and will 
continue until Palm Sunday, April 13th.  

First Day to Order:​ February 3 
First Day to Pick Up:  February 9 
Deadline to order:​ April 7 
Last day to pick up:​ April 13, Palm Sunday 

Egg prices will be $1.50 per egg. 

Order forms will be on the table in the Narthex. 
Completed forms must be used for each order and 
must be received a week before you need the 
eggs.  We require a separate order form for each 
DATE of DELIVERY.  All orders must be paid for 
when they are picked up. 

Join the Committee and enjoy the Fellowship! 
Please contact Phyllis Ernde or Bonnie Hargett to 
let them know which team you want to work on 
each week. Here are your options, so far. Evening 
hours may be added: 

●​ Monday:   9:30 am to 11:30 am 
●​ Tuesday:  9:30 am to 11:30 am 
●​ Thursday: 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm 

Donations Accepted 
In order to make our egg sale more profitable, we 
will gladly accept donations of the following items: 

●​ Powdered 10X sugar 
●​ Jif Creamy Peanut Butter (NOT Crunchy!) 
●​ Real UNSALTED butter (no margarine) 
●​ Cut Rite wax paper 

 
Watch for more updates in the bulletin and 
upcoming newsletters.  Thank you for your interest 
and participation!   


