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And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped

him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the
inn.” Luke 2:7

​ 
​Christmas birth leads us to Bethlehem.
​ 
​We celebrate the birth of our savior, and love it, in
all its guises.
​ 
​At Christmas time, we celebrate the ushering in of
God’s kingdom.
​ 
​Hotels and other fancier places did not make room
for Jesus to be born, it was in the manger where
Jesus was born.
​Mary made room for Jesus when she accepted to
carry the pregnancy and later deliver Jesus.
Joseph made room for Jesus when he held off
dismissing Mary with child.
​The Shepherd’s made room for Jesus when they
put on hold their work, going to see the baby in the
manger.
​The Magi’s seeing the star in the east made room
rushing to go see the newborn King.
​Will you make room for Jesus this Christmas by
reaching out to those who need help, prayers,
comfort, and the love of God?
​ 
​Have a wonderful Advent season! Have a merry
Christmas!

Blessings,
Pastor Christopher Serufusa

✞✞✞

St. Andrews Music Notes

The Worship and Music Team has
something special planned for

every Sunday in the Advent Season during our
10:00 a.m. services:

December 1st - Hanging of the Greens and
Advent Luncheon after the church service

December 8th - Service of Lights

December 15th - Symbols of Christmas

December 22nd - Christmas Pageant "The
Greatest Gift". 
Pageant practice for the cast and choir will be on
Thursday, December 19th at 6:00.

We hope you can join us every Sunday as we
journey to witness the birth of baby Jesus.  

December 24th will be our Christmas Eve
Candlelight service on Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.

We would love to have additional church members
on our team to help us with new ideas and
planning for 2025. Our next meeting will be
Wednesday, Dec 4 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Please consider joining our team.  

Thank you to all who have agreed to participate in
our special activities throughout the Advent and
Christmas Season.  Merry Christmas to you and
your family!

Lisa Shives
Music Director



in December

Staff Appreciation Month
12/01 - 1st Sunday of Advent-Hanging of Greens
12/01 - Advent Luncheon after worship
12/04 - 6:00 pm Worship & Music Committee
12/08 - 2nd Sunday of Advent – Service of Lights
12/12 - 7:00 pm Trustees meet
12/15 - January Newsletter articles are due
12/15 - 3rd Sunday of Advent – Symbols of Xmas
12/19 - 6-8pm Xmas Pageant Rehearsal/Dinner
12/20 - Reach Meal- 5:30 pm cook / 7 pm serve
12/22 - 4th Sunday of Advent
12/22 - Xmas Pageant – “The Greatest Gift”
12/24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve Service
12/25 - Christmas Day (church office closed)
12/31 - New Years’ Eve

____________

December is Staff
Appreciation Month

As in the past, there will be a
basket in the back of the church through December
29th. We are blessed with wonderful staff that help
keep the church running. Please consider giving
generously in appreciation for their efforts.

____________

Poinsettia Orders

Poinsettias which were ordered by
November 24 will be delivered on
Thursday, December 12th, to be
placed on the altar in the
sanctuary for Christmas.

You can pick up the flower(s) you ordered after the
7:00 pm Christmas Eve Service on Tuesday,
December 24th, or after church on December 29th.

If you do not want your poinsettias, please let
Diane Stone know so that she can arrange for
them to be delivered to a shut-in.

____________

The Christmas season
is such a busy time for
everyone. We hope you
can take time to enjoy
these special days:

December 1 – First Sunday of Advent – Hanging
of the Greens. Join your friends for an Advent
Luncheon after the service.

December 8 – Second Sunday of Advent –
Service of Lights

December 15 – Third Sunday of Advent – The
Symbols of Christmas

December 22 – Fourth Sunday of Advent –
Christmas Pageant, “The Greatest Gift”

December 24 – Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm
____________

A Christmas Gift for St. Andrews
In December you will notice a new
bulletin board in the hallway covered
in envelopes. Each envelope is
labeled with a dollar amount. Take

one or more envelopes with the amount(s) you are
willing to donate as a special Christmas gift to the
church. Place your check or cash, with the
envelope(s) you chose, into the offering plate with
your regular giving. If you wish to receive credit for
your taxes, write your name and church envelope
number on the back of the envelope(s).

Our goal is to have all envelopes filled with
donations by the end of 2024! Thank you for your
generosity during this holiday season!

____________

2025 Offering Envelopes
will be available before the
end of December to
everyone who gives on a
weekly basis and would

like to use envelopes. The envelopes are to be
used beginning January 1, 2025.

If you do not use weekly Offering Envelopes, you
will be assigned an Offering Number so that your
giving can be recorded electronically and you can
receive a giving statement twice a year.



Notes on Finances …

Our total budget for 2025 is $161,971.24. The
average monthly giving needed to support this
budget is $13,497.60. As your finance committee
reviewed the giving for September and October,
we could not help but be concerned about meeting
our 2025 giving goals. As a church congregation,
please continue to support St. Andrews with your
financial gifts.

Thoughts on Generosity…

Suppose that God allowed you to have one wish.
Without limit, you could have anything you desire.
You could have unlimited wealth. You could have
perfect health and live 1,000 years — or more. You
could — like Solomon — have great wisdom.
Whatever you want, you may have it. But you only
get one wish. What would you choose?

Sad to say, many people would choose great
wealth and material possessions. Unfortunately,
that would not be a good choice. Listen to the
counsel of God as expressed in this contemporary
translation of Proverbs 27:20 through Solomon,
one of the richest people who ever lived — “The
eyes of man are never satisfied.” The behavior and
attitude which always wants more has a name:
Greed, and it demonstrates itself in our lives as
though we were at an auction. If we have $5, we
want $10; if we have $10, we want $20; if we have
$20, we want $30. Solomon went on to say in
Ecclesiastes 5:10, “The lover of money will not be
satisfied with money; nor the lover of wealth, with
gain.”

A better choice would be to ask for God’s
perspective on life and all that life entails. When we
see life as God does, we realize that everything
belongs to Him, that we are just managers and
stewards, and that only what is done for Him will
endure for eternity. When we have God’s
perspective, we will be able to say with the Apostle
Paul, “…I have learned to be content with whatever
I have.” 

When we have God’s perspective, we will accept
with a spirit of peace and restfulness whatever He
entrusts to us. And when we have God’s
perspective, we will put into practice the truth of
Hebrews 13:5 — “Keep your lives free from the
love of money, and be content with what you have;
for he has said, ‘I will never leave you or forsake
you.’”

You are encouraged to look up the following verses
to see how they relate to contentment.

Philippians 4:11-12 1 Thessalonians 5:18
1 Timothy 6:6-8 Hebrews 13:5

____________

We Are Needed on
December 20th

The HARC newsletter published a plea from the
Reach Cold Weather Shelter for churches to
prepare and serve an evening meal for the
homeless who come to Reach. 

St. Andrews has signed up to prepare and serve
the evening meal at the Reach Cold Weather
Shelter on Friday, December 20th.  We will meet at
Reach, 140 West Franklin Street, Hagerstown, at
5:30pm to cook the meal. We will begin to serve at
7:00pm.  The meal will be fried chicken, mashed
potatoes & gravy, green beans, fruit salad, rolls,
and cupcakes.  We will prepare for 70 people.

There is a sign-up sheet on the table in the
Narthex at church for volunteers to go to the
shelter to help cook and/or serve.  The deadline to
sign up will be December 8th.

Monetary donations will also be needed to pay for
the food. A basket will be set up at the back of the
Sanctuary each Sunday until December 15th.

It has been several years since we, as a church,
have prepared and served a meal at Reach.  The
last time we did, the people were so thankful for
the hot meal that we provided. Those of us who
volunteered were definitely more blessed than the
ones receiving the food.

During this Christmas season, let us remember
how blessed we are and share our blessings with
others.  Let us reach out as Jesus did to meet the
needs of the less fortunate and hungry. 

If you have questions, please see John Davidson.  



November Food Month
Thank you for the generous
donations for St. Mark's Food
Bank, Bester Elementary School,
and The Hope Center! By

November 21st, along with the canned meat, we
have given 60 boxes of cereal to St. Mark's and 12
 boxes of individual packs of snacks to Bester. At
the end of November, we will deliver all the canned
goods
to The Food Bank and The Hope Center.  Thank
you! Our cereal and snack collection will continue
each month

UMCOR
Thank you for donating $1,697.47 to UMCOR in
November!
"Your support helps UMCOR remain one of the
most trusted names in disaster response. You
help us help vulnerable communities recover from
catastrophe and rebuild their lives."

Ronald Fernandes, General Secretary

Salvation Army Christmas Stockings
Once again, the stockings were picked up ready to
be filled as soon as they were on the hall table!
They are due back to the Church on December
8th.  Please be sure to include the age and boy/girl
tag with your stocking. Thank you for making a
child happy this Christmas!

Red Bird Mission Mitten Tree
Our tree will be up in December for the lovely
mittens, scarfs, and hats for The Red Bird Mission
in Kentucky. This area of Appalachia is always in 
great need of our support.  Items will be boxed and
shipped in early January.  Any extra infant to 5 year
sized hats and gloves/mittens will be shared with
our local Head Start. Thank you for keeping heads
and hands warm this winter! 

The Hope Center
October was Hope Center Month with a collection
of socks and canned meat to help the many people
The Hope Center serves every day. We appreciate
the 42 pairs of socks and 66 cans of meat that
were donated. Sherri Heil will be delivering your
thoughtful gifts!  Thank You!

Reach of Washington County
Every year around February we support Reach
Cold Weather Shelter on "Souper Bowl Sunday"
and participate in a needed items collection.

This December we will be serving an evening meal
at the shelter. See the bulletin or John Davidson
for ways to help.
In 2024, 219 individuals have stayed at the Cold
Weather Shelter. If you are looking for a way to
help, a matching gift campaign is underway until
January 12th, 2025.

Checks may be sent to:
Reach of Washington County
140 W. Franklin St. Suite 300
Hagerstown, Md 21740
     

Have a blessed Christmas!
Joyce McClanathan

____________


