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St. Andrews United Methodist Church
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Our Mission: “To Show, Share and Grow in God's Love, through Jesus Christ.”
Qur Vision: “Believe in God, Follow Jesus, and Serve Others.”

April 2025 Newsletter

From the
Pastor’s Desk

Spring has come and the
rains of spring have arrived.
It's time to enjoy the sun shining, the flowers
blooming, and the birds coming back to their nests.

It's spring cleaning and time to open up the
windows to the fresh air outside and to freshen up
our houses.

Spring time is the promise of new life and for us
Christians spiritual growth.

Easter reminds us of Christ's sacrifice and
resurrection. Jesus defeated death and brought us
new life to all who trust him. Our God is in the
heavenly God of hope who makes all things new.

It's planting time what seeds are sowing? Are you
sowing seeds of discord, unity, or love? Let’'s sow
seeds of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control as we build the body of Christ.

Thank you for the work you all do. The peanut
butter eggs fundraiser and potato project, serving
at Reach, and pruning the church lawn. In all this,
we proclaim Christ’s love.

Happy Easter!
Blessings,
Pastor Serufusa

St. Andrews Muysic Notes

"l Speak Jesus" by Charity Gayle is
a beautiful contemporary Christian song that
reminds us that all we need to do is say the name
of Jesus when we are hurting. God knows our
hurts and worries and we just need to cry out and
he will understand. Wow! Difficult to comprehend
such a power, but our faith ensures us that this is
true.

Please keep your calendar up to date for all the
special activities that will be happening in our
church life at St. Andrews the next few weeks. The
Maundy Thursday Service (April 17th) will include
a meal in the fellowship hall beginning at 7:00 pm.
Our Good Friday Service will be held at
Emmanuel UMC on April 18th at 7:00 pm. The
Chancel Praise choir will present an Easter
Cantata on Easter Sunday (April 20th). We hope
you can join us in person to fellowship with our
brothers and sisters.

Blessings to all for a Happy Easter!

Lisa Shives,
Worship & Music Director
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Apr03 - 10:00 am Bible

Study begins

Apr 03 - 7:00 pm Trustees

Apr 05 - 8:30 am — 11:00 am Potato Drop

Apr 06 - 5" Sunday in Lent

Apr 07 - Last day to order Peanut butter eggs!

Apr 10 - 10:00 a. Bible Study

Apr 13 - Palm Sunday

Apr 13 - Last day to pick up Peanut Butter eggs

Apr 15 - May newsletter articles are due

Apr 16 - 11:30 am Senior’s Lunch at Emmanuel

Apr 17 - 10:00 am Bible Study

Apr 17 - 7:00 pm Maundy Thursday Service at
St. Andrews

Apr 18 - 7:00 pm Good Friday service at
Emmanuel UMC

Apr 20 - Easter Sunday Cantata

Apr 22 - 7:00 pm Church Council meets

Apr 24 to 27-Pastor at Kairos Prison Ministry

HAPPY
FASTER

UMM Potato Project
April 5, 2025

The United Methodist Men of St.
Andrews UMC will host a potato drop
in the church parking lot at 1020 Maryland Ave,
Hagerstown on April 5, from 8:30 am to 10:30 am.
We will be offering 50-pound bags of Maine
potatoes to organizations and smaller bags to
individuals in need.

To reserve one or more bags of potatoes, or to
help distribute them on April 5, please contact John
Davidson at 301-730-7359, write him at

davidjoh@myactv.net or use the sign-up sheet on
the table in the Narthex at the church.

$ Notes on Finances...

Monthly amount needed to meet budget =
$13,497.61

When the 2025 Budget was presented to you as a
congregation, we discussed that our 2025 Mission
Shares were returning to 100%. This year we are
paying $18,755.00 compared to what we paid last
year, $9,408.67. As a congregation you voted to
maintain a full-time pastor appointment along with
this return to 100% Mission Share to Conference.

Our budget shows that we need an average of
$13,497.60 monthly giving in order to pay all bills
and not deplete our checking account. We were
not successful in meeting this amount in either
January or February of this year. Money was
transferred to an investment fund in February
($15,000). In addition to that, we were $5,938.57
short in our giving compared to the February
expenses of $12,658.31. If we are about $6,000
short every month, then our checking account will
be depleted by October.

Please be faithful and give regularly. If you plan to
be away, please give before you go or as soon as
you get back. You can also mail your check
contribution to the church from wherever you are or
pay online with Vanco. We depend on your regular
giving to pay our bills on time.

Respectfully submitted,
Cindy Siebert, Finance Chairperson and Treasurer
B | St. Mark's Food Bank:
" We will continue our support of the
S|
\__

food bank donating cereal each
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month. In the last month we delivered 21 boxes of
cereal and several other
items. Our donation is always met with
appreciation. Thank you for helping to feed
our community families!

Bester Elementary School is at the center of Bester
Community of Hope (an outreach of San Mar). For
over 10 years their mission has been "Cultivating
Hope and Well-Being in children, families, and
communities" in the area surrounding the school.
We are blessed to be able to help. We have at
times volunteered, provided pantry items, donated
books, and for now we donate individual snacks for
students. This month we delivered 14 boxes of
snacks. At the South End Meeting we are updated
on the activities planned by Bester Community of
Hope. On April 5th there will be a Baby Palooza
from 11:00 to 2:00 at the school with
giveaways and fun activities. Thank you for caring
about our neighbors!

REACH:

The boxes in the hallway were full of needed items
for REACH's Cold Weather Shelter. They met us at
the door with a cart to carry the 40+ items you
donated.

Thank you for your continued support of REACH
and all they do for the homeless! The dinners
served, the "Souper Bowl", and the supplies make
a difference in the lives of others!

UMCOR:

We will be sending a check for Domestic Relief

for those affected by the California fires and mud
slides. We appreciate all donations given in the
last year to UMCOR!

COMING SOON:
Society of St. Andrew Potato Drop on April 5th
and Vegetable Table this Summer

St. Andrews’ UMC Members Active in the
Community Sharing God’s Love

What a great time we had cooking and serving the
evening meal to REACH Cold Weather Shelter
individuals on Sunday, March 9". We arrived at the
REACH parking lot and were met by the security
guard who brought out a two shelf cart and helped
us load all of the meal supplies onto the cart. The
fun began there in the parking lot when Jenny got
behind the cart and started pushing it. You know
how it is when you get a grocery cart with a bad
wheel? Once inside the building, after pushing the
cart into the elevator, Jenny was told by Dave and

Tom that someone just got stuck in the elevator
last week. Jenny exited the elevator and John went
in with the cart. We really wanted the exercise of
walking up the stairs anyway.

We unloaded the groceries in the kitchen and
everyone jumped into work. Anyone coming in
would have thought that we did this every day.
Dave and Tom got the steam warming table ready
and filled the container with fried chicken. Katie
started making the stuffing while Jenny started
working on the mashed potatoes. Amy and Carol
made the chicken gravy. Cathy heated the green
beans, with bacon bits and seasoning. Carol
buttered the rolls and Jim set up the iced tea,
drinking glasses, and salt & pepper shakers on the
tables, while Mandi set up the dessert table with 70
decorated cupcakes made by Lisa Shives. Ed
Young greeted everyone and spread God’s love
with the individuals at each table. Pastor Chris
shared a wonderful grace and then greeted
individuals while he handed out buttered rolls to
each one. We were a well-oiled machine!!

After the meal, we were responsible for the kitchen
clean up. Dave Seibert operated the industrial dish
washer and did all of the dishes. Dave had to spray
each one off first.

The best part of the evening was the laughter and
camaraderie of all the workers. Thank you to each
one of you for giving up your Sunday evening to
serve the Lord by feeding the hungry. Thank you to
the two individuals who gave monetary donations
to defray the cost of the chicken.

Pictured Left to right: John Davidson, Jim Greer,
Carol Weible, Amy Lavigne, Katie Jenkins, Tom
(Dave’s co-worker and now our friend), Cathy

Davidson, Jenny Timmons, Dave Seibert. The
following individuals left REACH before the group
picture was taken: Mandi Noel, Pastor Chris, Ed
Young.



