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April 2024 Newsletter

From the
Pastor’s Desk

Easter, the resurrection of
Jesus from the dead reminds
us of great love. Jesus laid
down his life for his friends. How much love do we
have for God and for others?

The Hebrew people had a challenging time figuring
out Jesus. They wanted to spend time with the
legalities of the laws, but Jesus wanted to talk
about love. Jesus was not interpreting the laws the
way they preferred. Jesus, judge the woman
caught in adultery, Jesus, should we pay taxes to
Rome?

Keeping the laws works better with a heart full of
love. Jesus breathed love in his words and actions.
Jesus represented God who is the source of love.

Strictly speaking, the cross is the great
demonstration of love. Jesus’ love is sacrificial and
practical. Jesus cares for our needs, he is a true
friend. On the cross he said, Father forgive them.
Jesus’ love is love in action. The love of Jesus for
us was not cheap, he gave his life.

May our lives this springtime be authentic love. A
love that accepts other people, a love that does not
abuse others, may our love bring healing, peace,
and fellowship with all we encounter.

Have a great Spring season!
Blessings,
Pastor Serufusa

St. Andrews Muysic Notes

Thank you to those who participated
in our "At The Cross" program on
March 17th. We heard many compliments from the
congregation pertaining to the meaningfulness of
this Lenten Service. | truly appreciate your
participation in our special programs.

Native American Sunday will be celebrated on April
14th. We will have some personal stories shared
with us about the Native American people.

May 12th will be a special service that will include
honoring Mothers and all women.

The Worship and Music team will be serving a
meal on May 5th immediately following the church
service. Please join us for good fellowship and
good food.

More information will be shared at a later date
about our patriotic services in May and June.

Blessings to you!

Lisa Shives,
Worship & Music Director




very grateful to all the individuals and businesses
that sold our eggs. Many of them gave us
comments on how delicious the eggs were.

Thanks everyone for all your help and support.
Phyllis Ernde

‘m ant

Apr02 - 7:00 pm Potato o Cleanup
Drop Planning —
All are welcome!
Apr 04 - 10:00 am Bible Study

Apr 04 - 7:00 pm Trustees April 6 at 9:00 am
Apr 06 - 9:00 am Churchyard Cleanup Day
Apr 11 - 10:00 am Bible Study Please join your church family to clean up the
Apr 14 - Native American Ministries Sunday churchyard! We want our church yard to be a
Apr 15 - May newsletter article are due beautiful and welcoming place for all to attend.
Apr 17 - 11:30 Emmanuel Senior’s Lunch at

Western Sizzlin’ — “Hospice” Everyone is encouraged to join in.

Apr 18 - 10:00 am Bible Study

Apr 20 - 8:30 to 10:30 am — Potato Drop

Apr 25 - 10:00 am Bible Study — last day

Apr 28 - Pastor will be at Kairos Prison Ministry

Coming in May! Mark your calendars! & Monthly Senior’s Lunch

05/05  Food and Fellowship after the service u%éo\ The Senior's monthly lunch will

05/12  Special service honoring mothers and all L be April 17" at 11:30 am at
women Western Sizzlin’.

Please join folks from St. Andrews and Emmanuel
UMC for food, fun, and fellowship. There will be an
informative presentation on “Hospice” as well.

From the Egg Making Committee

| would like to take this time to thank
the wonderful crew that worked very
hard and put in many hours making peanut butter
eggs. There were eighteen of us that have spent
nine weeks making over 4,000 eggs. We had a
Monday and Tuesday morning crew and a
Thursday evening crew plus one couple that mixed
all the peanut butter filling. Everyone working so
well together made this project a great success.

Thanks also to all the church family that
contributed ingredients and monetary donations to
make this project even more successful. We are



Please Support
Kairos Prison Ministry

Kairos Prison Ministry

International The mission of Kairos

Prison _Ministry is to
share the transforming love and forgiveness of
Jesus Christ to impact the hearts and lives of
incarcerated men, women and youth, as well as
their families, to become loving and productive
citizens of their communities.

The Kairos Inside program goal is to build a
continuing Christian community inside the
institution through Prayer and Share accountability
groups, and monthly Reunions organized by Kairos
Graduates and volunteers. The initial weekends,
held in both male and female institutions, are 3%
days based on a series of talks, discussions,
chapel meditations, and music.

How Can | Help?

1. Be a Team Member -Volunteers share a desire
to follow Christ's admonition of Matthew 25:36, "/
was in prison and you visited me."

2.Be a Prayer Partner- All Kairos Ministry
activities are covered with prayer. You can
volunteer to be a part of that effort. Visit our Prayer
page for more information.

3. Be a Ministry Financial Donor - All Kairos
activities are funded by donations. To make a
donation online you can visit:
www.kairosprisonministry.org or you can mail your
check to Kairos Prison Ministry-Maryland, P.O. Box
793, Jessup, Maryland 20794 OR make your
check out to “Kairos Prison Ministry-Maryland”
and put it in the offering plate or send it to St.
Andrews UMC, 1020 Maryland Avenue,
Hagerstown, MD 21740.

4. Be a Support Volunteer - Each weekend there
are opportunities for outside support, such as
paying for meals and baked cookies ($200), or
creating artwork (agape).

Each Kairos weekend costs about $8,000 at no
cost to the prison or individuals. Your donation
allows us to share the love and forgiveness of
Jesus Christ with more incarcerated men and
women.

Brother Ed Young and | are teaming up with
Kairos Prison Ministry to take a spiritual retreat
to MCI-Jessup the weekend of April 25-28,
2024. Please support this effort and mission.

Thank you, Pastor Chris

Food Outreach:

In the last month we have made
two deliveries each to St. Mark’s
Food Bank and Bester elementary
School. St. Mark’s received 53
boxes of cereal and Bester received
26 snack boxes of individual packs and 9 pantry
items such as sugar, flour, instant mashed
potatoes, and boxes of mac and cheese. It is a
blessing to share our gifts with community families
and school children! Thank you so much for caring.

REACH Cold Weather Shelter:

Thank you for your generous donations of
items for REACH! | delivered over a car trunk
full of much-needed supplies. A staff member
met me in my car and helped unload all the
great donations. They appreciate our (gifts
each year.

Babypalooza — Bester Community of Hope:

At the end of March, we will donate packs of
diapers to Bester Community of Hope for their
give-a-way community outreach for young families.
We appreciate each pack donated!

i f St. Andrew — P
20
For “45 years the Society of St. Andrew has
developed and implemented one of the most
efficient models for food recovery in the United
States.” On April 20" you can be a part of this
mission by helping to give out potatoes gleaned
from farmers fields. “You can make a difference!”

Proj — April

UMM Potato Project
April 20, 2024

The United Methodist Men of St.
Andrews United Methodist
Church will host a potato drop in
the church parking lot at 1020 Maryland Ave,
Hagerstown on April 20, from 8:30 am to 10:30
am. We will be offering 50-pound bags of Maine



http://www.kairosprisonministry.org/

Potatoes to organizations and smaller bags to
individuals in need.

To reserve one or more bags of potatoes, go to
www.bwcumm.org . To help distribute them on April
20, please contact John Davidson at
301-730-7359, write him at davidjoh@myactv.net
or use the sign-up sheet on the table in the
Narthex at the church.

Thank you!

Notes on Finance...

Just like in January, our largest February expense,
other than salaries, was our gas bill, $1,274.94.
Our giving in January was about $1,300 less than
what we needed to cover our expenses. We are
concerned that we have deficits in both months so
far in 2024.

We celebrate the life of Dennis Rowe and his
graciousness. Dennis passed from this life on
March 13, 2024 and bequeathed a large sum to St.
Andrews UMC.

Our Church Council is planning a Congregational
meeting on Sunday, June 2"™. We will meet after
worship for a short information session relating to
our mid-year financial status and financial planning
for 2025. We want all members and friends of St.
Andrew’s to be present to hear the information.
Please plan to attend.

Applying Bible Principles

There are some wonderful principles in the Old
Testament which apply to present-day Christians.
One of these is in Deuteronomy 8:10-18. Stated in
contemporary language, it says, “When you have
eaten and are full, when your cars, houses and
bank accounts multiply, don’t forget where it came
from: Remember the Lord your God.”

In truth, all that we have comes from God. He
determines what we will receive, whether it be
money, gold, silver, houses, land, bank accounts,
stocks, bonds, etc. It all belongs to Him in the first
place, and He entrusts it to us. According to
David’s prayer in 1 Chronicles 29, riches, honor,
power, and wealth all come from God.

That’'s why there is no such thing as a self-made
man or woman. Oh, we have to do our part. God’s
plan is not that we just sit around praying and
reading the Bible all day long so that what we need
to survive will miraculously drop into our hands.

We’re not just to pray for “our daily bread,” but
we're also to get up each day and work for it!
That's why the Apostle Paul stated clearly, “Anyone
unwilling to work should not eat” (2 Thes. 3:10).
But in reality, the amount of money and wealth
which we receive is determined by God. According
to His divine will and knowledge, He entrusts to
each of us the amounts which He knows will be
best for us.

What should be our reaction to our financial state?
Some might pray, “Dear Lord, you must have made
a mistake concerning me and my finances. Please
give me more money.” Others might try to
circumvent God’s design for their lives by trying to
win the lottery or to obtain large sums of money
through some other means. Mature Christians,
however, will realize God’s infinite wisdom far
surpasses their limited perspective. They will
accept with a thankful spirit what God has
entrusted to them and seek to honor God by their
living and by their giving.

The wealth we have is determined by God.

“But remember the Lord your Gob, for it is he
who  gives you power to get wealth
(Deut. 8:18).

NATIVE AMERICAN MINISTRIES SUNDAY

SPECIAL
|-—SUN[Mm

“We are...
Still here.”

—Chant led by Chief Chuck
Gentlemoon Demund at a
Lenape Nation of Pennsylvania
demonstration on the steps of
the State Capitol building

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.
. The people of The United Methodist Church®

April 14, 2024



http://www.bwcumm.org
mailto:davidjoh@myactv.net

When you celebrate and give to Native American
Ministries Sunday, you support ministries dedicated
to uplifting Native Americans and sharing God’s
promises of restoration to the community.



